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To the Righ Honourable 


EDWARD Lord Viſcoudt COKE, 
SON and HEIR Apparent, 
70 che E AR L. of LETCESTER, 


9 1 Lo ORD, Wie 
0 WF your Lotdlbip 8 Aerea) 
. 1 Candour and Courteſy were 
dot welk known and experi- 
enced would argue more 
than Rudeneſs in me, to ad- 
dress Tos on cok; phe a 1 e 9] and i in be a 


Manner. 


To take off your Lordſhip from that 


Seen Concern, that You daily manifeſt for 
Sa - the 


v2 DEDTIEZNTION. . 

the Publick Good, the weightier Warte | 
of the State; which engage ſo great-a part 
of your time: To deprive: You of the Con- 
templation of thoſe Noble Arts, which Vou 
are Maſter of; Arts improved, and refined 
by Travel: To ſet in your View ſo mean 
an Object, as an old Oratory, lately diſ- 
covered, and buried up above two Cen- 
turies in Dirt and Rubbiſh; inſtead of the 
Stately Edifices of Antient and Modern Rome, 
St. Peter's, the Pantheon, or Rotunda: To 
expoſe the rude: Figures of an Hermitage 
before You, who are well acquainted with the 
finiſhed ones of Phidiasand Praxiteles amongſt 
the Antients; Angelo and Bandinello, nn 
the Moderns; mult argue a ſtrange want of 
Taſte in Me, and make even your Landing, 


to look upon me as a true Barbarian... 14 


= 


- add * 


But, my Lord, it was this 8 
Merit in You, that prompted me to entreat 
| your 


DEDICATION 
your Patronage, as it qualifies You both for 


a proper judge and Patron: Such a Jadge 
and Patron, as an Apthor muſt eſteem bim- 
ſelf truly happy in. 


4 This muſt be granted; as You ha ve ſo accu- 
rately ſurveyed the bold Baſſo Relievo's, the 
Breathing Statues of the Principal Saints, 
the Marvellous Hiſtorical Pieces and Orna- 
ments required to be, and to be obſeryed 
in Churches abroad. ---- Ornaments and 
| Relieww's to be found alſo in our Oratory, 
tho' in a very mean and low Life. 


As You are thus conſpicuous for Arts 
acquired, Arts that render Mankind truly 
Great and Honourable ; ſo give me leave 
to add what Honours- You: are born to, 
and what Providence itſelf has awarded to 


You. 


_ 


DEDTCA ou 


* 0 . - 4 


wy your Noble F Alber $ Side, (th Great 
Farldom of LEICESTER; whoſe Coronet 
has adorned the Temples of the Illuſtrious 
Families of BEAUMON T, DUDLEY, Srp- 


NET, and I was going to ſay, the Temples 
of Majeſty itſelf, even of the * 21 4 of 
ENGLAND. 


On your Noble Mother's Side, the Great | 
and Antient Barony of CLirrorD, brought 
down to You by Deſcent, from a N umerous 


Race of Engliſh Worthies, recorded in all 


our Hiltories. 


Theſe are the Merits, theſe are the Ho- 
nours, that moved one of the largeſt, richeſt, 
and molt populous Counties of our Nation, 
to chooſe your Lordſhip for their Repreſen- 


* John of Gaunt, Son of King Edward the Third was Duke of Lan- 


caſter, and Earl of Leiceſter, which Honour deſcended to his Son King 
Henry IV, 


tative 


DEDICATION. 
tative in Parliament; which great Truſt You 
have ſo well anſwer'd, | that I am certain 
every one, who wiſhes well to his Country's 
Good and Proſperity, will join with me in 
praying, that your Lordſhip may enjoy as 
many Years, as your great and worthy 
Anceſtor Sir Edward Coke; that You may 
live and die like him, the Neſtor and the 
Oracle of your Country. Which is the 
{incere, the ardent Wiſh and Prayer of, 


My Lox, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 


| humble Servant, 


CHARLES PAREIN. 


L 
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N. 


* \ H E Oratory lately We at Royſter 
in ane Auguſt 1742, is 2 
ſubterraneous ty cut out of a ſolid 
G from the Floor or 
Aren af it to the Summit; . or wu level Ground where 
the Deſcent. begins (Which is for the moſt part by a. 
long Ladder) it is about b and the Diameter 
is about twenty Foot. Tis in the manner of a 
Dome or Cupola, and well turned, and is ſo lofty that 
the light of the Candles ſcarce reaches the Summit or 
Top of it; all around the Sides, it is ornamented with 
Figures, Imagery in Baſſo Relieve, of Crucifixes, or 
Altars, Saints, Martyrs, Ec. in a rude manner, agree- 
able to the Art and Judgment of the Perſon, who 
formed it, who was moſt likely ſome n e 


the taſte of che 150 wherein he lived. 


1 Plate: of. the Section? of. this: Oratory e 
which was the Chapel of an Hermitage, is eee be 
ſeen in Table I. which Plate being ſuppoſed: to be made 
on the Meridian Line, repre — the Eaſtern Part, 
or one half of the bald Crypt. Its Situation together 
* a Wor and a Croſs adjoyning is on that * 

te B. 


* 25 N 


of Ground or Angle, * the two old Roman Mili- 
tary Wa ys, 2 treet, "and Icenild- Wa ay met and 


croſſed VE other. Dr. "096 2, (a) ſeems — that 
here was originally a Roman Town which was quite 
demoliſhed by the Scots or Picts in their Invaſions, or 
* our Farc Arceſtors (rayageſt the Goumhr in 


order to ſubdue it, or after them the Danes. 


Cuaſndlen in his Biitarinio e ge 
| 2 very zeulge of the County "a — | 
North, where it touoheth upon-Gambridgeſbire, ſt ch 
Royſton, a Town of much Note, but not Antient, as 
having riſen ſince the: /Verman: Conqueſt; for in thoſe 
Days uy nt was a famous Lady named Naa (by ſome 
ſuppoſed to have been Counteſs of Mar oth) who 

erected a Croſs upon the Road: ſide in this Place, from 
thence for many Years called Rayſer-Croſr l ſuch 
time as Euſtuce de Marc founded juſt by it, à ſmall 
Monaſtery to the Honour of St. Thomas. Upon this 
Occaſion Inns came to be built, and by Degrees it 
came to be a Town, which. inſtead of ay took: 


the Name of Rigſes-To ow! mme into R 


Here Game tries the Foundatiow! of the Crok 
at Roy/ton to have been about the Norman Conqueſt; 
our Antiquary- deſcends a Century lower, and main- 
tains that: Lady. Noiſia, who Aouriſhed' FR the Reign 
of King (3) Henry, II, was the Foundreſs of it 
about the Year 1170, that Lady Roifia, who was the 
Daughter of Alberic de. Vere, the ſecond Lord Thigh 
(za) Orig. Royſton, P. 2. () P. a7. med 

4 2) | Chamberlain 


31 
Chamberlain of E. ngland, 'who married . 2. 
c Earbof A, GRT] 


Wen mage 


It ini fondignt\toomy ) 
en. ae of the good Town of Rogfon, | 


tho' it is reaſonable to believe it to be much more 
Antique, than is above repreſented. Royfor: not oc-- 
curring in the Conquerors Book of — has- 
beenra prevailing Neafbm with many in ive man- 
ner to conclude, that it was not then ih N whereas 
ſuch an: Inference will>be found to be too and 
unjuſt, and either from | want of knowing, 
or reflecting, that the Bownſſfiip of [Royſton did then. 
(and may im ſome meaſure be ſaid evem at this time to} 


in the Bounds and Limits of ſeveral Neighbouring 


lye 
Lordfhips and Pariſhes, as in thoſe of Burlway and 


Therfeld in Her fonuſpire, in _ of elan, Baſ 


feng baurn, and 'Kneefworob in e; ſo that 
all I thoſe Fees and fer dadibe- 


— 
long in the Conqueror's time, and was a Member or 
part of, being aceounted : ſor in che aſoreſaid Pariſhes 
and Lordſhips, where they lay, and did truly and pro- 
petly belong, is a ſufrient Reaſon for Neon s not 
being mentioned ini the Survey of Domeſday. Noyſton 
was made ra diſtinct, independent Nariſh, taken but of 
2 diſmember d from thezabovementioned> 
and Pariſhes, by an Act of Parliament (c) i n the 2d 
ot Meuy VH, after the S. nſof : the Morkfiics, 
when a/perpetual Vicar wa eſtabliſhed, and eeed 


b vn e e e e 


9 12 B 2 Churck: 


141 
Shurch became Parochiab; tho the Tithe df tha H 
Corn, Wool, Lamb and Calf, was reſerved to 


Rectors and Vicars of the Pee: aforeſaid, and con- 
tinues ſo to this Day; the Vicar: of Ro Pon having a 


Rate paid him out of 8 18 W aan _ mw Ii 
| Support. 463 1 


The Province that I have undertook is'to 8 ſome 
Reaſons by way of proof to. ſnew that there was a 
Croſs, with an Hermit's Cell and Oratory annexed in 
the Town of Royſton, long before the time of the 
Lady Roiſia; and here I ſhall occaſionally and by the 
way demonſtrate, that part of the Figures in the ſaid 
1 aſcribed by Dr. Stuleley to be the work of 
that Lady, is — any ſhew of Truth, or Founda- 
tion. Reſerving what I have further to ſay on that 
Subject, to the Hiſtory of the - Imagery in the ſaid 
e where I ſhall point out the many Errors and 
Miſtakes our Antiquary'1 is guilty of in his Account of it, 


.... of the CROSS at ROYSTOM. 


| That the Groſs here was vis more Antibes is 
the time of Lady Roiſia aforeſaid, or the Reign of 


Henry II, as is e by our Antiquary, i hum- 
bly conceive for n fee | 


Fir, It ao a praQiice in the Bank times 6 and 
good Authority maintains even in the Britiſb times) 
to erect Croſſes on great publick Roads, eſpecially on 
22 U and Angle where ſuch great Roads met and 


8 croſſed 


Tz]. 
eroſſęd each otlier, 5 in cite Caſe here before us; this 
1s granted by (4) our Author---— © It was (ſays he)! in 
« the Saxon times a very bl thing for Religious 
People to ſet up their Monuments called Croſſes by 
« High-Ways ſides, and eſpecially where ſeveral Roads 
«, met; and he inſtances in one called High-Cro/s in 
N orthampronſbire, where two Roman Roads croſs each 
other, the Fo, and the Watling- Street. Many like 
Inſtances might be produced, but as this is granted 
by the Doctor, I proceed to another Reaſon which 
teſtifies the Antiquity of this Croſs And that i 1s— 


The Hundred Court being kept bares: the Divi- 
ſion of Countries into Hundreds, is aſcribed by all cre- 
ditable Authors, to King Afred the Saxon, who be- 
gan his Reign in 872, an died in 901; the Occa- 
fion (e) as Malmsbury' relates, was this ----— The na- 
tural Inhabitants of E 3 by the Example of the 


Danes, were greedy of Spoil and Robbery, ſo that no | 


Man could paſs: to and fro' in ſafety without defenſive 
Weapons; Mifred therefore ordained Centuries, which 
they term Hundreds, and Decimes which they call 
Tithings, that every Engliſpman living under Law, 
ſhould be within ſome Hundred and Tithing, and if 
he was accuſed of any Tranſgreſſion, he ſhould forth- 


with bring in ſome one of the ſame Hundred and 


Tithing, that would be his Surety to anſwer the Law; 
but if be could find none ſuch to undertake for him, 


then to abide the Severity of the Law; and if any 
guilty Perſon ſhould fly, before or after lids: giving ſuch 


(4) P. 4. (e) Malnh.. Fal. 24. 
211 Iocurtty, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


gecurity, that then all withir the Hundred and'Tithiig- 
ſhould be fined to the King. And. of "ſuch Dignity 
were theſe Hundred-Courts, that before the Morman 
Conqueſt, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe uſed at times to fit 
therein, with the Lord of the Hundred, as he did alſo 
(on like emergent Occaſions) in the County- Court with. 
* Earl, and in the Sheriff's Turn with the Sheriff. 


Theſe Hundreds (being thus eſtabliſhed by Alfred 
often took their Names from ſome remarkable Gro with-- 
in the ſame, and the Hundred-Court was held at the 
ſaid Croſs; thus the Hundred of Mor man-Croſs in 
H. untingtonſbire took its Name from a Cröôſs there on 
the Ermin-Street; thus Gilt-Crofs gave Name to the 
Hundred of Gile-Crofs in Norfolk, which Croſs ſtood: 
{on the Tcenild- Way leading from Thetford to Nor 
with) at Rnedbam, or "Roodbim, "taking its Nate 
from the Saxon Word Cf) Rood, or Creſs; which 
Croſs is alſo in ſome old Ms wrote Gyide-Orofs, ſerving 
as a Guide to Travellers, as moſt Croſſes are 'aHowed: 
to be partly erected ' for. And es heb Croſſes gave 
Name to ſome Hundreds, fo likewiſe, for their Known 
Eminency and Repute, Hundred-Ceürts were often. 1 ap- 
pointed from the very time of their firſt Eſtabliſhrrient 
to be kept here, and continued ſo to be kept for mary ; 
Ages after the: Conqueſt. © Thus the Court. Leet for 
part of the Hundred of Ba#rlick-WWay 42 in . ar withſhire, 
was kept (as Sir ( g N liam Digdale obſetyes) twice 


J) Thus. Croxton, Croſsby, - Croſshall, - &c. Towns which le their 
Name from ſome Neighbouring Croſs. FO 


8) ” 1 Rearw.. P. 487. 


in 


171 


in tlie Vear, at Bradon-Croſo in the Pariſh: of Ipſſey, 
near to the Tarn et there, the Title of the Court 
being Bredon-Creſe Parcell. Hundredi de Barlich- Way, 
and: Gvcrab Towns: owe ſuit thereto, which Courts are 
held in the Name of the High-Sherif for the time 
being, who keeps a Court-Baron in thoſe Towns, 
as well as a Leet. And thus in the Caſe before us, 
we find that the Jury in the fourth of Edward II, 
(4), found that Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter 
and: Hertford: with Johanna. his. Wife, held a three 
Week Court at Rey/es-Crofſs, which proves the Anti- 
quity of this Croſs, and that the Hundred Court had 


been held here from its firſt, Eſtabliſhment in the time 
ob Alfred. when/there was no doubt a Croſs: here. 


Mention being made in the laſt Section of Barlick- 
FW ay-Hundred' in Warwickſhire, the Reader (I hope) 
will pardon me in a little Excurſion, and that is, the 
obſerving the Similitude, the Identity I may ſay of 
Name, with Barkway in Hertfordfbire; in which 
Pariſh the Croſs of Royſton Ji) ſtood: Barhck-Way or 
Barkway by ContraQtionz- ſignifies in the Saxon The: 
guage, a Way over che Hills, that is a Way by the 
2 — the Lows or the Tumulus s which were gene- 
rally raiſed in theſs publick great Military Ways;- and 
thus Dagdale (4). has well obſerved, that the oe 5 
the other part of the aforeſaid Barlick-WW ay 
.dred, runs thus, Barlich- May Greve, and * its 


(b) Chauncy's Hiſs. Hertf. P. 90. 

(i) Of Rayſton's being in five Pariſhes, ſee above. 

( Dugd. Hiſt. of Marw. P. 487. 8 
Name 


* 


81 


Name from a little Spot of Ground about eig ht Yards 
Square upon the top of a Hill, the Remain of ſome 
remarkable old Tumulus; and it may be further ob- 
ſerved that as in Barlich- May Hundred, the | Roman 
Military Way called 7 cenild Six treet, runs directly thro 
it, /Vorth and South, fo here the Romam Military Way 
called Ermin-Street, which gives Name to the Hun- 
dred, wherein both B — the and the old Croſs of 
Ro „Hen were included, did run thro this whole {7 ) 
Hundred of Edwin-S:ree in the ſame manner; entring 
into it, a little before we come to Hare-& . which 
alſo a its Name from it, and ſo on thro Bark- 
way, and to Rey/ton-Cro/s, and did not go by Bunting- 
ford, and after that verge out into the Hundred of 
Od/cy, by Buckland, as ſome Maps have repreſented, 


But I proceed to a third Reaſon for the Antiquity 
of the Croſs, which I deduce from the Foundation 
of the Priory at Royſtan, and the Title, by which it 
diſtinguiſhed itſelf. This Priory was Founded by Euſta- 
chius 67 de Marc in the Reign of King Henry II, 
and dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr of Canterbury, 
that is, Thomas Becket. Archbiſhop of Canterbury who 
was murdered in 1170; ſo that 2 this Vear and 
the Lear 1189, in 8 King Henry II. died, his 
Priory muſt be granted to be founded. 1 have by me an 
old MS Deed in Velom of this Priory, but according to 
the Cuſtom of that Age without Date, it begins thus 


Omnibus preſentes 5 ran inſpecturis (n) 0. Prior 


(7) Edwin-Stree, hy Corruption for Ermin-Street. 
(n) Mon. Angl. V. 2. | (u) 0. for Qdertus. 


_ 


4-8 


de Oruce (eh Robert, A dude foch Convent. c- 
a his Deed, as I take it, was made in the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of King Henry III, or before=--— 
This Stile and Title De: Cruce Robeys: is uſed by way 
of Emineney, and beſpeaks ſome well known, remark- 
able Croſs, of great Fame and Antiquity ; and was, 
no Doubt, the very ſame Stile and Title which the 
Prior and Convent took up, and made ule of from 
the Foundation of the Priory; if then the abovemen- 
tioned Croſs was founded by Lady Roifia (as our An- 
uary maintains) about the end of the Reign of King 
Henry II. ſhe bein bufy in (p cutting out part 
f ohh Imagery | the Oratory- ( Lich adjoined to, 
and Was an Appendix to the Croſs) in the Year 1187, 
but two Years before the Death of the aforeſaid King 
and Lady Roiſia, there could not poſſibly be any 
length of time to make the ſaid Croſs of ſuch known 
Eminency and Repute, as that the Priory ſhould take 
its Stile 7 Title Greed it. This would be to {et forth 
an Ignotum per Ignotius; ſo that it is both juſt and 
reaſonable to conclude, that the Croſs was of remarkable 
Antiquity, and that it was founded long before the 


time of Our anne ages ) "oy RY! wk the 1 85 
Age. 1 | 


wt es * 
R "2 


% % % = Is a 1 


| Our Antiquary' Oe runs himſelf RE LN 
out of which, it will not be eaſy to extricate Himſelf; 
he 7 fixes the Death of © Laty Roifia and Wthdt of 


() Here is a Circumflex over the Js, whether the Name is eee 
or Reheyfig 1 leave to the me S 00 ond. nou gill 1 


(2) P. 32. 38. ie . 46, wich P. 611 


Ch 15 3 

King Heury II. to the vear 1189, and ſays, & that 
«the Monaſtery (or Priory) 'was built "irmmed iately 
c after her Dea Death, and on Account of her living 
cc here; and then adds, it was a Compliment to King 
« Henry II. to dedicate this M to Thomas a 
« Becket, as the King himſelf had done by #/altham- 
« Abby, according to a Vow he made; and that King 


Henry II. very much pies: 1 this TE 
a and Monaſtery,” R 


A 


* 


1 us * ; 


| The King's ceficing the 2 Abby of (+ +4 A. ane 
was in the Year 1177; and about this time it is reaſo- 
nable to think that the Priorę of Reyſtom was founded, 
whilſt the Affair of Thomas Beclet the Archbiſhop 
was freſh; for if this Priory was not founded till the 
Year 11 89, in which Lady Roifia and King Henry II. 
died, I cannot ſee What time that King * pellibh 
have (he dying on the fixth Day of July in the faid 
Year) either to encourage this Monaſtery, or to be com- 
plimented on Account of its Dedication to St, T homas 


the Martyr. | 


But our Author proceeds,” and in the very ſame 
Paragraph, tells (s) us, that in the firſt Year of King 
Richard I. Son and Succeſſor to Henry II. a Fair was 
granted to the Canons of Ry Mon. "This Charter bears 
Date MNovember 9, 1189, four Months after the 
Death of King Henry II. By this Charter King Richard 


not only confirms to them all the Revenues where- 


(e) Dugd. Mon. . ba, 
Sit TOE Mon, Angl. 5. 2. P. 264, 


with 


[v1 7 
wich that Priory was founded, and endowed; but als 
grants them a Fair for all the Week of ny; an 
a Weekly Market on Wednęſday, according to the 
Liberties of the Markets and Fairs granted to the 
Canons of Dumſtable. If then the Priory of - Roy/torr 
was founded (as our learned Doctor MS after the 
Death (2) of Lady Roifa in 1189} and that imme- 
diately upon the erecting of it, the Town of Noyſton 
aroſe, give me leave to congratulate him in the Name 
2 all chat good [Townſhip Ki ds erecting in the 

pace of a few Months, fo goodly a Town, as this 
2 be allowed to be, * qualified for a Weekly 
Market, and an Annual F air God. a whole Week, which 
ſuppoſes it to be a Place of Concourſe and Trade, 
capable of good Reception, -and:all-this to have ſprung 

in the 8 Nee eee 
of Roifi in 128% to the Date of King Richard's: 
Charter November 9, in the faid Year, ſuch an Ar- 
ehite& as this, muſt merit to be in menen for the | 
Georgia Colony, or the Bridge at mier. 


A Fourth Reaſon for: the Antiquity! of this Croke | 
before the time aſſigned by our Author, may be taken 
from the Name of it, Robeys-CFofs or Roheyfia's; Roifia, 
er as our Antiquary fays, plain Roſe in Engliſh, can- 
not anſwer to ( Nobeyr or Robefia, there ſeems to 
me to be ſomethinę er e Saxon Derivation i in 


(t); P. 31, and P. 3. 

(40 Prebabiy ſome old Bit or Saxon int, on this Emin: Street | 
near to a Place called. Hizb-Croſs by Mades- Mill, in this County of Hert- 
ford, was a Nunnery called Robeyney. or Robeenia, founded by C nan, 
Duke of Britain and Richmond.” 
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che Name; but this L leave to the Curious, and þ 
to account for the Oey of the Cell and Dear 


1 to che Croſs. 
CELL and ORATORY. F 
| $1 "31 59OL Qt 

T ns it was a Cuſtom and Practice in the Saxon 
dam to ere a Cell or Cells, with a Chapel or Ora- 

tory thereto annexed, near to eminent and remarkable 
Croſſes, where Herinits had their Station,” is a Con- 
ceſſion of our Author {w). © Crofles (ays he) thus 
ſet b Road-ſides, ſerved two good Purpoſes, to 
“put People in mind of ſaying their Prayers, and of 
« directing them in the Road they wanted to go; a 
lettered Direction there was but few at that time 
« Day could read, therefore uſually ſome Perſon 
«. reſided at the Place, on Purpoſe to direct them. 
And many Religious Perſons in thoſe times built 
c themſelves Cells; and ſpent their whole Life, that 
6 they might be uſeful in directing Travellers, and 
„in praying for them, as an Act 7 great Charity 
and Benevolence. And ever ſince the Beginning of 


of the | 


*«, Chriſtianity to this time, it has been a frequent 


« Cuſtom for Perſons of a ſerious and Religious Dif- 

« poſition to ſequeſter themſelves from the World, and 
make them Cells and Grotto's in Rocks and nn 
6 and by Highways, ſides. It is an Uſage ſtill con- 
tinued in Popiſh Countries, thus I ſuppoſe Lady 
* Roifia, choſe to. devote herſelf in this very. Place, 
« where ſhe built the Oroſs, and in B. 8, be obſerves: 


ve [1 *4Lauol * 71 (0 Pe 4. r 1 * | | 
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that Lady Roiſa had this her my or ( Oratory 
« near to her Cell. 


n 


That ſuch Cells with their Oratories annexed, were 
in the Saxon times, might be proved by many In- 
ſtances; I ſhall only mention one, the Cliff or Cell of 
Guy. the great and famous Earl of #arwick in the 
Reign of King AHtbelſtan about 926. This (ſays (x) 
Sir V Villa Dugdale) being a — Cliff in the Metern 
Bank of Avon, was made choice of by that pious 
Man St. Dubritius (who in the Briton's time, had 
his Epiſcopal Seat at F/arwick) for a Place of Devo- 
tion, where he built an Oratory dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, unto which long after, in the Saxon's Day, 
did a devout Hermit repair, who finding the natural 
Rock fo Proper for his Cell, and the pleaſant Grove, 
wherewith it is back'd, yielding Entertainment fit for 
Solitude, ſeated himſelf here. Which Advantages in- 
vited alſo the famous Guy, ſometime Earl of Warwicl, 
after his notable Atchieyements, having weaned him- 
ſelf from, the deceitful Pleaſures of this World, to retire 
hither, where receiving Ghoſtly Comfort from that 
Hermit, he abode till his Death. 


And chat ſuch 4 Cell with its Oratory . 
Was 1 alſo erected in the Saxon times may very 
reaſonably be allowed, from the 8 Name of he 
Capital Manor of WM. 2 Weuce vl or Meuiſells, 

lx) Hiſt, of Warwith. P. 183. | 
in 
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in the T onſhip or Pariſh of Barkway, held by Euds, 
Son of H. ag conſiſting of four Hides of Load and 
half a Virgate- at the — ho s Survey, which 
Manor the ſaid Eudo fy) granted to the Rovecheſters, 


or Rocheſters, to be held of him as the Capital Lord. 
This ſaid Manor ſeems to derive its Name from the 
Cell and Station of a Hermit, here reſiding ; the Saxons 
tis well known gave Names to Towns and Places from 
the Nature. of their Site, or from ſome that was. 
remarkable, near adjoining, as this Cell (no doubt) 
was in the Savon times, from the Hundred-Court's 
being held at the Croſs hereto belonging, and a Jury: 
in the ſixth of Edward I, found that it was ſituate in. 
the Fee of the Manor of Neuyels; and our Antiquary- 
allows. the Croſs, &' ce. to be in the ſaid =) Manor, 
and gives this Reaſon. for his Lady Roifla's ſetting it 
up here, it being on her own Fee, which otherwiſe 


indeed ſhe had no Right or Title to haye done;. 


The Capital Manor of Wexcells; thus deriving its 
Name dar. this Cell and Oratory adjoining, even in 
the Saxon times may be. looked upon as a Proof of 
the Antiquity of it, many Ages before that of Lady 
Roifia 3 and there is no doubt but that ſome one Hermit 
or more (as the Road and Thorough-Fare here was: 
ſo great) was here ſtationed; to be always at hand, 
ready to attend on Travellers, which: muſt undoubtedly. 


(3) Magna Brit. V. 2. P. 969, the Rocheſters were confidenable- 
11 to the Priory. of Rqyſton; Relpb. de Rouclſter being 4 
Cofounder of it. 


(2) Channcey's Hiſt, Herif. P. 99. 
. be 
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be an Office much more belonging to, and mbre 
becoming, ſome Religious Man and Hermit, than any 
Religious Woman, or Lady Roiſia whatever. | 


As I have thus endeavonred to prove that here was 
a Croſs, a Cell with its Oratory in the Saxon times, 
and long before Lady Roifia (a); I ſhall now, as I pro- 
poſed, demonſtrate our learned Antiquary's Lady Roi ſia, 
to have had no part or ſhare in carving one particular 
Piece of Imagery on the Wall of the Oratory, to be 
feen in Table the third, as is maintained by the Doctor; 
and that is Ne I, which he affures us is to repreſent 
Hugh de Beauchamp, the Father of Payn de Beau- 
champ, the ſecond Husband of Lady Roifpa----- His 
own Account is this, —--- (5) © Next to this leſſer 
< Crucifix, is manifeſtly a Shield or Coat Armorial, 
the Feſs upon it, is very plain, high raiſed, and 
the other Marks or Sketches ſo like to Croſs-Croſs- 
lets, that we cannot help ſuppoſing it to mean the 
„Arms of the Beauchamps--—--Gules, a Feſs between 
fix Croſslets, Or. It was at this very time of Day, 
that taking up Coats of Arms began, and the Croſſes 
particularly had reſpe& to thoſe 'Feru/alem Peregri- 
nations. There may be ſome ſpecial Hiſtory in 
« Lady Roifa's Mind, when ſhe cut theſe Figures, 
which we cannot poſhbly recount, but it ſeems, 
„that ſhe means by this Figure bearing this Shield 
Hugb de Beauchamp, the Father of her Husband. 
He was a Progenitor of a moſt numerous Race of 
our Engliſh Nobility; he had a vaſt Eſtate given 


(4) ©. 2 ct te 3 £8) P. A. 
« him 


[16] 
« him by the Conqueror for his Services, as a 


ppears 
« in I wes ook, This J have marked in the Plate 
nl No F 25 
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Before I enter on the Merits of this Shield, or Piece 
of Coat-Armour, I hope our Learned Antiquary' will 
pardon me in charging him with a plain, ſelf evident 
Contradiction, in the above ſpecified Paragraph or Sec- 
tion; and as my whole View in this my Anfwer, or 
Remarks, is the Truth, and to clear up the Antiquity 
of the Royſton Oratory, Cell and Croſs, as I preſume, 
the Doctor's was, in publiſhing his Origines Royftoni-. 
ane, this I'm perſuaded he will be the more readily 
| indined to do! The Contradiftion' is this — 2 f ugh 
i de Beauchamp, the Bearer of this Shield is proved by 
5 our Author to live in the Conqueror's time, and to 
have been rewarded by him for his Services, as Dome/- 
il day-Book certifies, ----- Yet we are taught that it was 
| in the time of King Henry II. in the time of Lady 

Riifia, about this very time of Day (after 1170, when 
Lady Roifia is ſuppoſed by our Author to have erected 
her Croſs, &c.) that taking up Coat of Arms began, 
and that the Croſſes particularly had reſpect to theſe 
Jeruſalem Peregrinations ; and theſe Peregrinations are 
fixed by him to the Year (c) 1197; if then it 
was at this very time of Day, with what Truth or 
Juſtice, can Hugh de Beauchamp be ſaid to be here 
W and to bear the abovementioned Shield or 


(c) P. 33. 34, Ge. 


Coat 


IL 1 
Coat - Armour, near 2 before ſuch Coat. Ar- 
maur, and particularly ths Croſs-Crofslets uſed to be 
borne, as we are told in the ſame Paragraph. I muſt 
entreat our Tan den give up —— Para- 

h, ang. Roifin's-carmng this Piece of the 
E and of he — here T am at a 
Loſs hah is to be credited, whether we are to reject 
his Hiſtory of |Goat-Armour, and to Jook. upon the 
1 AS! . of Hugh de Beauchamp; or to reject 
the F . and n * Goat Ate, 


auary: Sir 2 abe Dugdale, Gamer 
King. at Ame is a proper Judge on the Subject here 

in Queſtion (d liam de Beaucbamp Earl of 
Warwick, who died in 1298, bore for his Arms Gules 
()] Seme of Croſs-Cioflets with a Feſs, Or; which 
Croſs- Croſslets were by Him added to his Coat, for his 
FATHER UsED THBM NOH; but whether as a Badge of 
any Pilgrimage, that he made unto. che Holy Land, 
X Vow to do ſo, I will not take upon me (ays 

Sir William) to determine. Here then is a plain un- 
—— Proof (to whick I {hall add more, when 
I conie to ſpeak of the Imagery under Table I. ) that 
Lady Noiſia who died in 1189, could not poſſibly 
have any hand or deſign in the Carving this Figure, 
and this Shield. 80 f there could not be any ſpecial 
Hiſtory (as our Author declares) in Lady Roifia's Mind, 
when ſhe cut theſe Figures, ſhe —— dead aut 
one Century before this Shield and Coat-Armour was 


N DA. Hi. Warw. P. 314. 
Je] Sir William gives this Blazoning from Cariul, Warw, Com. f. 7 


- | yr Rect 


— 
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aſſumed by M illiaum de Beauchamp, the firſt that bars 
155 cho indeed he nnen it. 


eie emiſed this, the next thing that * it= 
ſelf. to be 11 is the Hiſtoty and Imagery of the 
three Tables ; but before I enter on that, I beg leave to 
ſpeak a Word or two relating to Lady Raiſia s (f ) 
Genealogy; and here it is to be that our Au- 
thor * taken Bee that tho Pedigree n 
Table, had tallied: with his Account of the F 
the Body of his Book. ---— In the Table, Alberic -4 
Vere, ſecond Lord High Chamberlain. of. England, 
Father of Lady Raiſia Cel in 1440, in the. Body of 
the Book (g/ he died in 1143. In che Zuse, Gf 
de M 2 Earl of Eſſex, Coond Son of Lady Noiſia 
died in 1176, in the Body of the BoDE (P. x: * I 167. 
In the Table, 1; TA de Magnavile, Bal: i= Dok de 
third Son of Lady Reifia can in 12 rally. in hp he- 
died in 1190, P. 59 7 BEA 437; 


T heſe may be ſaid to be Miſtakes os "thi Printer 1 
allow it, and if they had been Ernatu's in Lettets or 
falſe Spelling, 1 could not have taken Notice of them, 
but falſe Dates uncorrected are of bad Conſequence; 
the Proof and Truth of Hiſtory depend upon this, and 
therefore ſheuld be ſet right: þ by SE Well-iwidhtt tos 


Hiſtory and an, 110123 * 928 $430 . 01 111 


* 


140 2 


E x 


(C49 


00 MW HaW ed ur S ow dow elo o onthe 
Wach bet wary" 5 * * 1 vtte ert en 4 
* 21965 106 mA lan * | 
Ide Doctor rreating on- Tibl I, as Pat of the 
Section ef the! „Has . r W. ma 
6 obſetve toward dhe Top, A piece „ hey 
that viewed it near, Tay" it is made of Brick, Tile 
« and Stone, laid wich very good Mortar. Some think 
</\this-wias/ done, to mend à defective Part in"the'chalky 
lik, aw it was che original Deſcent out of fer 
Cell, from this ſhe went down by a Ladder. But 
66 ate? ſhe was buried here, directly underneath, in 
_ <- this Dofterr: Point of the Cell; Ic. they made "the 


e * 1 and walled up be other. * 
R E Mm * * K = 
K m? rh 2 EI 
That ce i Deſcent 6E che Heunk, Was thre 
the — the Maſonry Aborel mentioned now 
fills up, and that it continued to be the Deſcent into 
the Oratory out of the Cell as long as the Oratory was 
in uſe, eil the Suppr in che time of Henry VIII, 
Jam ded.” At the bottom, or & called 
(by our Author) the Grave was the Foundation of a 
Brick Stair-caſe, the Doctor has obſerved P. 46. ---- 
As to that Bed or Grave on the Eaſt-fide "of the 
«, there was Brickwork found there, of a 
4 red ſort, brought from ſome diſtance, 
4% People took away Pieces of it, as a Curioſity. 
This Brick Stair-caſe, was {as I take it) as hight as thoſe 
_ (5) P. 2, and 8. F 
D 2 Cavities 
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Cavities or Holes which we ſee in the Wall of this 
Section; many fuch Holes may be ſeen round the Walls 
of the Oratory, in which ſeveral Beams or Rafters were 

placed, and where was a Staging, or Landing-place, 
— from thence there might be, and no doubt was, 
ſome gentle, eaſy Steppings or Stairs formed; ſoõ as to 
go up and down, from the ſaid Arch with ſafety. And 
I wonder much, that the Maſonry here has not been 
broke through, which might give more Light into this 
Affair. It is not to be credited, that any Hermit ſſiould 
have no better Conveniency of deſcending and aſcend- 
ing near twenty five Feet, than that of a Ladder. As he 
advanced in Years (and generally, chat was the time 
iuch a Life was entered on) ſuch an Aſcent and Deſcent 
muſt be dangerous, I may ſay, impracticable. Lady 
Roifa, whom, he makes to. aſcend and deſcend by this 
Ladder in 1187, muſt be then, very much advanced 
m Years, 7 ſhe had! buried her firſt Husband forty three 
Vears, ſo that I leave him to tell us, how: practicable it 
was for her; it muſt be granted that it was Indecent in 
her as a Woman..; and it was forbid the Prieſts -under: 
the Law, for a- very good Ræaſon - =- Meirber ſbult 
thou go up by Hebt t _— altar W 1 055 


XX. Ver... 26. 


The other, or the: preſent Eittrance i in * Hiphniap 
was alſo, as I take it 456 Origine, and by ſome caſy 
Steppings or Stairs, reſting on the Staging or: Lanig 
place above- mentioned, where all Religious Travellers, 
Sc. entered, to hear Divine Service; andi to perform. ab 
1 any time their own Devotions at ſome one Altar or. 

| other, 


C21? 
other, and where their favourite Saint preſided; and 
five ſuch Altars, with their Tutelary Saints may be here 
obſerved; and ſuch a Number, &c. cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be for the Service of any Lady Roifia, any fingle 
Hermit, or Anchoreſs; and it is not reaſonable to think 
that Religious Travellers, Sc. could be admitted at all 
times, all Hours and Seaſons, thro' the Cell of the 
Hermit, which was thro' the Paſſage that is now 
arched up; And that there was an Hermitage here, 
and this was the Oratory, and continued to be till the 
general Suppreſſion of Religious Houſes in the Reign of 
King Henry VIII, appears from a Grant of that King, 
who on December 21, in his thirty firſt Vear, in —4 
ſideration of One thouſand ſeven hundred ſixty on 
Pounds five Shillings, granted to (i) Robert Cheſter, Bla: ; 
Gentleman of his Privy Chamber, and Katharine his 
Wife, the diſſolved Priory of Royſton; with the Hermi- 
tage and this Oratory, Sc. And that two or three 
Hermits might hk: Cohabit, there is great Reaſon to 
believe not only from the Number of the Altars in the 
Oratory, but from the Size and Bigneſs of it, and the 
great Number of Travellers who nailed by on the two 
famous Military Ways or Roads above-mentioned. + Her- 
mits had gone off from their firſt Deſign and Inſtitu- 
ms and had bid for ſeveral owt a lang nchen to the 
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05 «Mem, 12 v. 2. P. hes. | 5 
the Grant it paſſed thus Et inter alia W de . 
and it is part of the Inheritance of Edward Chefter, Eſq; together with 
the Priory at this Day, which Edward is deſcended from the above- 
mentioned Rabert; and this is alſo a Proof, that it is in the Pariſh: of 
Ba#kway, 7 as K . gets "that . vb was 8 * five #4, K N 
ing Pariſnes. 5 


Practice 
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Practice and Etample of their Founder (as chey filed) 
Fohn the Baptiſt; inſtead” of a Deſert,” they ſeated 
themſelves (as here) in Places moſt frequented, near 
ſome eminent Bridge, Ferry, or Way, where great 
Numbers of Paſſengers were obliged to paſs” which as 
it brought in a good Competency and Provifion, for 
two or three, &c. ſo alſo a Neceſſity for ſuch a 
Number to do the Duty required; one of theſe was 
the Head or Cuſtos of the Hermitage, and they had 
their Chaplain or Capellani to officiate” in the ſame; 
which I take to be the very Caſe of the Hermitage 
and Oratory here in Queſtion. To prove this to have 
been the Practice very antiently in the Reign ef King 
Jobn, I ſhall hear annex an Example from the Her- 
mitage of 'Downba-m- Market in Mor folt, a Hermitage 
at the foot of the Bridge of the ſaid Town, a Place 
not to be con with Roy ton for Number and Re- 
ſort of Travellers and Paſſengers; where there were 
always reſident four Hermits, one of which was the 
Head or Cusſtos, and a perpetual, or an annual Ca- 
pellan, aſſigned by the Abbey of Ramſey, to which 
Houſe the Hermitage belonged ; as it is very probable, 
that at Royſfon did, to the Priory, when it was founded. 
I ſhall give the Deed (it being a Curioſity and fans 
Date) as I extracted it ſome time paſt, from the Evi- 
dences of the Honourable Sir Thomas Hare, Bart. of 

Stow-Bardolþh, Lord of the Manor of Downham- 

Market. | 


---- Hec eft Conventio inter fratrem Ailettum qui 
tenet Heremit. de Downham & M Perſona Eccleſ. de 
: Downham, 
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Downham, quod ipſe Ailettus per omnibus Decimis i 
Oblationibus ejuſdem loci annuatim reddet Eccleſ. d 
Downham xii. Denar. ad Paſch. In Feflo autem $* x 4 
drei Capellan. ae Downham Miſſam celebrabit in Capella 
Heremit. in Downham, & medietas Oblationum cedet 
Penſonæ. Ectle. de Downh. & alia Medietas fratribus 
ejuſdem loci. Mullus autem (I Co. ., perpetuus pre- 
ter illos tres, qui modo ibi ſunt, vis. Sigberus, Stam- 
merus, & Junſtanus, nec aliguis Capellanus perpetuus 
vel Aunualis recipietur: nifi per r Ecele, Ramefienſ. cum 
aſſenſic Perſone Eccle/. de Downh. qui Capellan. fidelitatem 
præſtabit, quod in nullo See, 7 Jus Paroch. Eccleſ. de 
Downb. Confrat. qui ibi fuerint, Spritualia | percipient 
ab Ecclęſ. Ramęſ. ad quam fi pervenire non poter unt, 
eadem recipiant ab Eccleſ. dæ Downh. & nam ab alid. 
Seculares autem Viri ſi qui ibi fuerint pertinebunt ad 
Eccle/. de Downh. tanguam Parochiani. Si vero Abbas 
aliguem de Monachis ſuis mnittere voluerit, quamdin 
placuerit ibi remanebit. Iſta Conventio acta eft apud 
Ramſey in præſentid Domini ( J Roberti Abbatis, & 
ejus Authentico 'Sigillo, roburat. U triumgue fe fra 
[78 bigs. Teftibus ee rierte. U 


—— -The | next thing remarkable. in 7 290 I. is what 
our Author. calls the Grave of Lady Rojo, where I 
have . obſerved: the: F e of a Brick Stair=caſe | to 
have been; © Here (ſa ys he) ſhe was Buried, () 
« directly underneath, in this Eaſtern Point of the: 
« Cel; go again, ſhe was Buried ht tumul- 


in 


(+) The Word is obſcure, likely Confrater, 3s 
(1 ) Robert de Redings, Abbot, in 1202. (m) P. 8. and P. 47; 
| * twouſly 


(4) 
tuouſly and ſecretly in her Chapel here, by her 
« .moſt intimate Friends; her Scull and Bones were 
« found in the Earth toward the bottom, as they 

emptied the Place. They faid the Bones were very 
much decayed, and for the moſt part carried away 
with the Rubbiſh, Her Scull is ſtill kept in the 
Place, but broken into ſeveral Pieces, her Teeth 
were very firm and white, and taken away by the 
Towns-People, and fine of her Bones too, tho 
they were not acquainted with her Name and Cir- 
cumſtance. I attentively viewed and conſidered her 
Scull; Anatomiſts know very well, to diſtinguiſh a 
Man's from a Woman's. By all the Skill I can 
pretend to in that Science, I dare pronounce it to 
« be Female, and we have no Reaſon to doubt, that 
“it was the Head of our famous Recluſe. 


R E M A R K 8. 


We are told by () Leland a Name venerable 
amongſt all Hiſtorians and Lovers of Antiquity, that 
this very Lady Roiſia was Buried im the Chapter-Houſe 
of the Priory of Chickeſand in B edfordfbire, a Priory 

of her own Foundation. He had a Commiſſion from 
King Henry VIII, to ſearch the Evidences, Records, 
and Tune was valuable in every Religious Houle in 


England ; and how much the World is indebted to 


this Search, is very well known. This Leland then 


muſt be allowed to be a Perſon able to ſatisfy us on the 


Teint in Queſtion, having ſo good Authority on his 
* © (n) TLel. Lin. V. 1. P. 116. 


ide, 
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ſide. The learned Dugdake allo ( obſerves that in 
the Year 1167, ſhe lived in the aforeſaid Nunnery of 
Chicke/and, with her Stſter Eſſex: among her Nuns, her 
ſecond Husband Payn Beauchamp being dend. Vet has 
the Doctor, unſupported by any Voucher or Authority, 
but that of his on Fancy, brought her from her be- 
loved Chicłęſamd, beloved by all her Relations for her 
Sake, to this Rogen Oratory, Upon account of her 
being Buried at Chicleſand, it is reaſonable to think, 
that ſeveral of her Deſcendents not only richly endowed 
the ſaid Priory, but were there alſo Buried by her; in 
the Reign o King John we find Geffery Fitz-Piers, 
Earl of Eſſex (who married Beatrix,” Gtandaughter of 
Beatrix,” Sifter to Geffery de __ navile, Lady Roifia's 
Husband ) to remove the Body of the aid 'Bearrix his 
Wife, to the Priory of Show! lun in Norfolk, at that 
time founded by him, of which Priory; the Beau- 
champs Earls of V. afwick deſcended from the ſaid 
Geffery, were afterwards Patrons. ---- But our Author 
as an Adept in Anatomy, triumphs over the afore- 
cited Authortties with a Scull in his Hand, and with 
an Tþ/e Dixit, declares we have no Reaſon to doubt 
that it was the Head of our famous Recluſe. 


1 readily. Gini. to the Doctor 8 Skill and Tudg ment 
in n Anatomy, but not to the Conſequence which he 
would draw from it, for it may be the Scull of a 
Female, and 5 not TO Scull 10 his famous Recluſe, 
Roi ſia. 


@) Dugd, Wr r. 204. Mon. 4. V. 2. P. 238. 
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It appears to have been a very antient Cuſtom and 
Practice for Hermits to receive and admit the Bodies 
of dead Perſons, Men and Women, to be Buried in 
their Oratories and Chapels, as Monks and Canons did 
in their Conventual Churches; this is well known / p- 
Dugdale in his Hiſtory of the famous Guy Earl of 
Warwick (in the time ff? the Savon King "Athelfan } 
after his Defeat of the Daniſþ Champion Colbrand, 
has theſe Words----- From whence the Earl, bent 
« his Courſe towards. Warwiol, and coming thither 
«© not known of any, for three Days e took 
« Alms at the Hands of his own Lady, as one of 
« thoſe thirteen poor People unto which ſhe. daily 
<« gave Relief herſelf, for the Safety of him and her, 
« and the Health of both their Souls. And having 
4 rendred Thanks to her, he repaired to an Hermit, 
«© that reſided amongſt the fhady Woods hard by, 
« defiring by Conference with him to receive ſome 
6c Spiritual Comfort, where he abode with that Holy 
« Man, till his Death, and upey his Departure out 
& of this World, which happened within a ſhort time, 
e ſucceeded him in that Cal}; and continued the 
“fame Courfe of Life, for the Space of two Vears 
<« after; but then diſcerning Death to approach, he 
“ ſent to his Lady their Wedding Ring by a truſty 
« Servant, wiſhing her to take Care of his Burial: 
4 Adding alſo, that when ſhe came, ſhe ſhould find 
« him lying dead in the Chapel, before the Altar, 


k/. P. 
F (2) Hiſt. he tc 301. 4 and 


[ 27 ] 

te and moreover, that within fifteen” Days after ſhe 
* herſelf ſhould depart this Life; whereupon ſhe came 
« accordingly and brought with her the Biſhop of the 
«© Dioceſe, as allo many of the Clergy, and other, 
People, and finding his Body there, did accordingly 
inter it in that Hermitage, and was herſelf after- 
<« wards buried by him. Here we perceive that 
both Men and Women were admitted to be Buried in 
the © Oratory of an Hermit, ſo that the Scull above- 
mentioned may be the Scull of a Female, and yet 
not the Scull of Lady Noiſſa, and till the Doctor can 
bring ſome better Proof, I ſhall remain a Sceptick in 
this Point, having good Reaſon (as appears) to doubt, 
that it was the Head of his famous Recluſe. 


ev 
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----The next thing remarkable in Table I. is what 
our Author calls the 7 5 e Bench or * 
incompaſſin the: Floor of the Crypt, or as he ex- 
Preffs it r J kind of „ that goes 
wk count the Floor, next to the Wall; broader 

and not W high, as a Seat: This was 
60 « defi 5 rp © her kneeling upon, ratlier for Proftra- 
<6 Job, in a pee of en. 1905 


'K 2 N A R K 8. 


| Took: upon this Aſcent, as a Step to the ſeveral 
Altars, and to: diſtinguiſh their Site (on which ny 
food) from the Area or Body of the Oratory, in 


(2) P. 40. 
3 2 which 
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which Area all Supplicants had their Station, ani: paid 
heir Devotions, at that Altar, or Saint they KEY 
choice of. There was not, I may ſay, one Altar in 
theſe Days, where there was not, a like Aſcent; at 
this very time, ſuch a Gradus, may be ſeen at the 
Eaft-Ends of 12 North and South Iſles (as well as at 
the Eaſt-End of the Chancels) of moſt old Churches 
in the Country; it was always religiouſſy obſerved, 
and was looked 1 as che en ** 2 
J. "If et 
| he laſt b abi in 4 T5. I. are a few 
Images carved on the Morth Eaft part of the Wall 
of the Oratory, but as theſe belong to that i in 
Table III. I ſhall there treat of Bl 2412 2647 31 
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I ſhall here treat of the Figures on the South Wall 
of the Oratory, in the ſame Order, as they ſtand; 
from the right to the left-hand, as tis both juſt ard 
reaſonable to ſuppaſe, that they were at firſt cut out; 
and ſo proceed regularly, and not run from one Fi igure 
to another, and from one Tallle to another, before 
the whole in that Table is accounted for, as our Au- 
thor does, as may be ſeen thro his whole Hiſtory of 
the Imagery (and by comparing, P. 28, with P. 37.) 
to make it the better agree and tally with certain 


will appear fen what follows. 
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e PEA, D. M. C. LXXXVII 
: ir ) . Let us turn our Eyes to the gui of 

«= No ia. 7a's Oratory, which I have drawn in Table II. 
« there we we have a large Piece of Hiſtory, which 1 
de apprehiend was cut by her, in the Year 118 875 our 
ce King Henry ſtands in compleat Armour, bis Shield 
« laid by "him, he holds his Sword upright. in his 
e Hand. 1 2 him ſtand two Perſons in long Re. 
« ligious Robes, the one has a Miter on, a Pallium 
« and. an Archiepiſcopal Croſier in his Hand, and 
© the other Figure has been ſomewhat injured, but 
ce he holds a great Crucifix in his Hand. There are 
ce two other Figures ſtanding by, in long Robes, one 
ce has a N obleman' J Coronet cf... 


1 This Piece of Hiſtory I take to be thus explained. 
e in Benedict Abbot, P. 464. In the Year 1187, 
ce the thirty third of Henry Tt. The King celebrated 
<« the Feſtival of Chr Hef, with great Solemnity at 
os Bedford, no doubt at Bedford-Caſile, which was 
« in Lady Roifia's Neighbourhood, and belonging to 
< her Son Simon de Beauchamp, probably ſhe herſelf 
« was there preſent, The Hiſtorian takes Notice of 
ce the many Noble Perſonages, then with the King, 
© his. Son Fobn, the Archbiſhop of, Dublin, &c. At 
this time the King had Notice, that at Dover, 
* were juſt arrived from Pope U , Octavian Car- 
1 * dinal AIR a Legate de Taue, ud, H gh de 


108 what 8 * (1) See P. 377 and He N. 5 
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Nunant, Clerk, Domeſtick Ch aplain to the King, 
whom he had kent to Rome, deſiring his Holineſs 


to ſend over a Cardinal to Crown chis Son John 


King of Ireland. The King went directly to Lon- 


© don to meet them; they, by the Authority of the 


— * , took great State upon themſelves, made a 
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* King, they could not agree, but prepared to Fight, 
and brought their Armies iiito the Field. At length 


Entry into WW eftminſter- Abby, on the Day of 
* ie Chcuntciion had a Miter on, and Crofles car- 


ried before them, wherever they went, -and wore 


red Garments. 


vc The King carried them over area by the Ad. 
* vice of his Council, to Mormandy, to make Peace 


« between him and the French King; he went to 


Albemarle, where R otfia's Son William de M agna- 
vile, Earl of Albemarle met him, and very many 


of the Hierarchy, N obility, Knights, both of the 


Continent and of England. Juſt before the Feſtival 


of the Annunciation, the two Monarchs of E gland 


and France met; William de Magnavile was then 


a great Commander in the King's Army: At firſt, 


through the intolerable Demands ..of the French 


the Legates and the other Archbiſhops, _ Bere 
and Nobility of both Nations interpoſing, a Peace 


was concluded between them. 


— This J take to be the Meaning of the lens 
2! us, nor do I think it to be very ill deſigned; 


0 < the Mitred Perſon is the Cardinal Ofavian, the other 


carrying 


q 


1314 
«© carrying the Crucifix is Hugh de Munaut. Aſſu- 


<< redly theſe are evident Confirmations of the Hiſtories 
„ of theſe times, as recorded in our Authors. 


R E M A R K 8. 


— Phe Explanation of theſe Figures as here given 
by our Author, with his Agnals or Chronological Order, 
(as he ſtiles it) to juſtify it, will appear, as I conceive, 
from what follows, to be quite Vage, and wide of the 


the Doctor here | aſcribe to his Lady Re;ffa? What a 
wandering Recluſe does he make her? thus retiring 
from her dacred-Cell, that Religious Life ſhe had de- 
dicated herſelf to, in her very old Age; when ſhe 
had, as we ſay, one Foot in the Grave, and tis pro- 
pable her whole Body, if we reflect, that in this Year 
1189, it was forty - three Years compleat, ſince the 
Death of her firſt Husband Geffery de Mandevile, as 
appears from this Genealogy of ( Dame ie, A 
Time and Seaſon. of Life not proper or decent for a 
:Secular Perſon, much leſs for one, who had Profeſſed 
herſelf a Recluſe, to fally out into ſuch a gay part 
of Life, as to celebrate with the King and his No- 
bility, the Feſtival of Chriftmaſs, which was always 
15 eſpecially in the times we are now ſpeaking of ) 
cept with all manner of Feaſting, Plays, Interludes, 
Maſquerades, Reyels and Dancings. | 

Wet 
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—I hope dbb the Solution an I bers offer; 
will be more to the Purpoſe--—Here then is (I pre- 
ſume) the Repreſentation of the Martyrdom (as it 
was prophanely called) of St. "Thomas Becket Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Perſon, with the Sword 
ere, fets forth the Murderer of that Archbiſhop ; 


| this Habit beſpeaks his Dignity, he is in Pontificalibus, 


with a Miter, a Pallium and Croſier-Staff; not habited 
as a Cardinal Archdeacon, as our Antiquary calls 
Octavian. Of a like Miſtake may the Doctor be ſaid 
to be guilty, in aſſerting the other Perfon carrying 
the Crucifix, to be Hugh de Munant, the King's 

Domeſtick Chaplain, this Perſon (if rightly repreſented 
by him in Table II.) might feem to be the Arch- 
biſhop's Croſs- Bearer, who always attended him, as 
appears from antient Hiſtory, which! gives large Ac- 
counts of the mighty Debates and Conteſts between 
the Metropolitants of Canterbury and York about Pre- 
cedency in the bearing of their Croſſes. Hugh de 
Nunant, here called Clerk and the King's Domeſtick 
Chaplain, was (if BP. (2) Godwin is to be credited} 
at this time Biſhop of Litebfield and Chventry, ſo 
that ſuch an Office cannot be ſuppoſed to be kitrable 
to him either as the King's Chaplain, or Embaſlidor 
as he was, or as a Biſhop; yet we are told; that cheſe 
Pictures are not ill defigned, and that theſe are evi- 
dent Confirmations of the Hiſtories: of thoſe _ | 
as recorded in our Authors. I cannot be of that 


Ngodcungque oftendis mibi fic, incredulus e 
00 Godw, de raj. Anglia, 


on But 


cc 
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But our Antiquary adds ( Ala William Lilly 
ce who lives in {#) the Houſe: juſt over the Oratory, 


ec and was very aſſiſtant in drawing out the Earth, 
<« ſays, - theſe two Figures at firſt __ painted 


Ss oe of a red Colour, and I myſelf ſaw the Re- 


©. mains of it. There are two little Nitches or Cavities 
« in the Wall, to put _ in, and another at — 
805 1 under che Cardi 


R ET AK. Ko, 

This is a Confirmation that this is to repreſent 
St. Thomas of Canterbury believe that all the 
Figures were decorated and painted, but Time, and 
the Rubbiſh that covered them has defaced their Em- 
belliſhments: I ſhall take the Liberty to quote the () 
Legend on the Point in Queſtion. --- And He was 
thus Martred in the Yere of our Lorde xl. c. 1xx1. 
„ and was L III Yere olde, and ſone after that (x) 
« Saynt Thomas departed fr6 the Pope, the Pope 
wolde dayly loke upon the whyte Cheſyble that 
Saynt Thomas had fayd Maſſe in, and the fame 
Daye, that He was Martred, he ſawe it ToRNED 
INTO REDe, whereby he knew well, that the fame 
Daye, he ſuffred Martyrdom for the Ryght of Holy 
„ Chyrche, and commaunded Maſſe of Rzquizm ſo- 
9 . to be ngen for hi Soul. 
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Upon a ſtrict View of this Piece of the Imagery, 
our Author ſeems to me not to have repreſented it 
rightly. (y} The large Crucifix here, ſtands between 
the two Figures of the Archbiſhop, and the Perſon 
ſtiled very falſely the Croſs-Bearer, as it is not borne 
by him; by what appears of him he has an emaciated 


Face, &c. with a forked Beard, and, as I conceive, is 


to repreſent Jobn the Bapiiſt, fo that the Crucifix here 
is an Altar between theſe two principal Figures; and to 


theſe two (z) the Priory of Royſton (as 1 ſhall ſhew } 


was dedicated, and they were the principal Parts of the 


Priory-Seal. It is very probably that this Cell and 
Oratory, on the founding of the aforeſaid Priory, came 
into the Patronage of the faid Priory; fuch Inſtances 
being common in Hiſtory, fo that this might be one 
Reaſon. for the having fuch an Altar here, and it is 
alſo a Proof that La Roi fia had no Concern in this 
piece of Imagery; 9 Foundation of the Priory being 
ſuppoſed by our Author to be after her Death. This 
Explanation does not only do Juſtice, to the aforeſaid 
Figures, but alſo accounts for that Nich or Cavity cut 
in the Wall, at the bottom under the Crucifix or Altar; 
which was for Lamps to burn before theſe Saints; and 
I think, I may challenge our Antiquary to ſhew ſuch 
Reſpe& ever pad to the Effigies of any Cardinal, or 


) There was never (as far as ever I know, or can find) any 
Crucifix on the Staff borne by any Archbiſhop's s Croſs-Brarer, the Staff 
was only headed with ſome Croſs, ſo that this is certainly an Altar. 

z) The Feaſt of the Nativity of St. John Baptiſt, was antiently the 
Annual Feaſt of che Town of N —— * Neweours' 5 N Vol. 2. 


P. 875. | 
; i Cross- 


fc wi en alive, and not eaponze 
Figure here, which repreſents a King, RG 05 the 


aforeſaid Explanation, and is, as I conceive, the Figute 
of Herod, and ſo ſerves to clear up the 1 


---- The next thing remarkable in 7250 II, is the 
defaced Crucifix, of which our Author gives us this 
Account (a) © To the right of St. Laurence and 
the French King, is a defaced Figure, ſeeming to 
c have been a Crucifix; underneath it is a Female 
* Figure perfect. I take this to have been a Repre- 
* ſentation of the Croſs above Ground. 


R B M ES Ks 
That this was not the Repreſentation of the Croſs 
above Ground, will appear a an Original Seal of 


the Prior ang Convent- of Royſton, annexed to a MS 
Deed in Velom, in Pp" Collection of ABby-Seals, du. 


D Onnibus 383 EE. inſpecturir (b) 0. Pri 
de Cruce Rohejs & juſdem lei Cunvent. Salt. in Dan. 
NModit L niofitas ora. Nos dedifſe,  conceſſh fe, - &, has 
prefenti cbarta Nra conßinmaſſe Will* Wi ger” Pro 
homagio &. Svitia ſuo triginta & ſepttm act. tre nre 
in up. de (e) e ur &c. Tehend. & Habend. a 


i 3: 5 I 1 „ 1 


(4) P. 40. 0 Osbertus; as I take; i ir, the Dees is | Ana Date: 
(c) Er in Suffolk, near Mildenbale; Ralph de-Rovecheſter, or 
Nocbeſter, was Lord of this Village, held of the Honour of Bolegne; 10 
that the Priory, APIs. to have been endowed with theſe Lands by his 


A \ % 
os. 


| 369 
WB. & Succeſſoribus nris fbi, &c. Et ut, &c. 4 


KB Scripto figillum Caph nri ferim. apponi. | Hijs 
* Baldewino de Bolon, Baldewin. de Eſſex, &c. 
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| B this Seal it appears that the Royſton cab, or hs 
Croſs de Cruce Robeys, by which the Priory was ſtiled, 
vas placed in the Centre of the Seal between two 
Figures; and that the faid Croſs had no Crucifix 
taereon; but was headed with a plain Croſs Patter, 
ſach as was uſed. by the Knights Templers. T he 
Legend round the Seal, and the Figure on the Right- 
| fide of the Croſs, are much eg I take the 
f Legend to have been S. Pr. & ee Scor Jobis 
| | Bapt. & Tho. Martiris de Cruce Roheys; that is, Si- 
1 n Prioris & Conventus & anftorin Johannis Baptiſte. 
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& Thome Martiris de Cruce Robeys. u. Fhe Figure; on 
the Right-hand, ſomewhat — * is that of St. Johr 
the Boprifh, he is in a looſe Veſtment tucked up. before, 
and br in his Right-hand, erect, e reſem- 
. nF wig, or tender Branch, germinating; this is 
4 the Areidte, the Locuſt, which was 
part of his Food. The Word ( 2 }) which we render 
2 f1 not living Creatures, as ſome have 
conceived, ut the tender Tops of Herbs and Plants ; 
and Burchardus: in his Deſcription- of the Holy: Land, 
ſays, that he hath found in the Monaſteries of Pale- 
Hine, near Jordan; a Food, which the Monks there 
uſe, of a ſort of e ate the lame (ſay 
they) which the A a Per jus this I leave to 
the Curious ---- a id of the aforeſaid. 


Croſs, is the Figure wp of 8. We of eee, in his 
Kanne, il 


«A D. ME Lxxlir. 


(e) « Watt Ge 7 our Nan is tlie 

cc 1 of St. I bi vs 1 Roman Archdeacon, 
DONS. Gridiron, che Inſtrument of bis Paſſion, in 
cc 9 5 Hand. He is in long Garments beſuiting his 
« Office, marked with a Gießh toward: the bottom. 
« He ſuffered Martyrdom: in the ninth. Perſecution, in 
c“ the Reig of. vallienus, at Name, it. is celebrated 
« by the urch on Auguſt the tenth. —-- Underneath, 
« him is the Picture of a King, With a Crowe au; 10 


© (4): Ihr. Piluſ Epic: ML SD 
(e) FP. 28, and Table II. 
, :, * | ＋ H *. 


” : * g a » * 7 „ 17 3 
- - » » %# » ws 2 4 ; , 1 
: 7 


138 3 


< Hair dreſſed in che Ant of — "times we are 
„ upon, the Reign of King Henry be lifts up 
* both his Hands, as in dien of 72 Fer and Aſto- 
he niſhment. Fheſe two Figures were cut, as Fappre 

« hend, in the Year 1173 and regard à Wem bd 
« Action that happened on St. Laurence s Day, re- 
<« lating to our King Henry H, and Lewis the then 
Ke King « of Franke. The Hilter is this. 14 


N Roi fa 7's Son N. 2 a: Magn, Ea of E 2, 
e was now with the King in /Vormandy, one of his 
chief Councellors and Generals, he was the firſt 
< amonglt the Engliſb Nobles fwory on the Part of the 
« King to the Marriage Contract, betwixt his Son 
oF John, and the Daughter of 'the Earl of Maurien, 
« Hern's Benedick. Abb. Petrob. P. 4.3; this Son John, 
by the Inſtigation of the French King rebelled againſt 
« his Father; the French King immediately came to 
« his Aid with all his Power, to ravage the Dominions 
<« of the King of England, on the 8 in Mor- 
« mandy, Aquitain, Anjou, and Brittany, The Caſtle 
« of Albemarle was firſt taken; then the French King 
« beſieged Yernoul with a vaſt Army, and great Ap- 
Z « bartus of Military Engines and Machines; where 
| « Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de Beaucham her ( t) 

ce Näcker-in- T, or Couſin were Co bles, who 
<« defended it with great Conſtancy, for a whole Month. 
The Bur ghers having then ſpent all their Proviſion, | 
« came to a three Days Truce with the French King, 

« ſtipulating, that they ſhould have Liberty of going 


V ) Roifia's, 
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« to the King of England, and requiring Succour ; 
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which. if itt as nat afforded them on the third Day, 
the F eſtival of St. 2 ; they would giye up 
the Town. Upon, this they gave Hoſtages to the 
French King; and he Hefe to them ſolemnly, that 
if on chat Day chen delive up; * e he 
would reſtore che e 8 


0. T. he King ** Eging A his 1 im- 
mediately, under him Milliam de Magnavile Reifia's 
Son had a moſt eminent Command. When they 
were in Sight: of Hernoul, cager to Revenge the 
Cauſe of their Monarch, the French King treache- 
rouſly ſent; an Empaſſy to King Zenry,, deſiring to 


have a Parly with him the next Day, at a certain 
Place, by Nine of the Clock, which was agreed 


upon. But in the Morning, neither the French King, 


nor any from him came to the Place appointed; 
this was on St. Laurentes Day; 2 King Henry, from 
thence beheld the Town of Vernoul in Flames. For 
the French King, having thus deccived him, had the 
the Town delivered up to him by the Buxphers, ac- 
cording to the Agreement. n e Lewis, on 


e his Part, not regarding his Oath, ſet Fire to the 


Cc 


Town, carried away the Burghers, the Cattle and 


c Hoſtages, and Aled with great Precipitation, He was 
&; vs to leave his Tents, Baggage, Military Engines 


and all his Stores behind, i che Menne of 
= brave en neg. 1 | 41 


“ The 
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barked him will the 
a very great Slaughter 


04 Edge of the Sword, and ma 


2 among the French, and took an innumerable Com- 


« pany of Prifoners, ard continued the War all that 
Campaign witli very great Effect. Thus Benedict 
the Abbot of Peterborough writes. Let it be had 
in Memory, and be it known, that this Flight of 
the French King was on Thir/day the fifth of the 
4 Ides of Auguſt, on the Vigil St. Laurente, to tlie 
<« Praiſe and Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, WhO by 
„ puniſhing the Wicke dneſs of Perjury, fo ſoon © re- 


venged the Injury offered to his Ma FNoger 


Hoveden, who Was . ny $ Am rl = "the fame 
Words, P. 306. 


«2M his Flight of the n King is commemo- 
rated and carved by our Lady Noi ſia on the Wall of 
* = Chapel; and doubtleſs on the Anniverſary of this 
% Day ſhe performed here her Religious Offices, to 
thank the Almighty, for thus vindicating the Honour 
of the King, and preſerving her Son; the "FINITE of 


40 


* 


<C 


the Ring is Lewis VII. of France. | 


«© This Event made a proat Noiſe all over. E urope, 
« Polydore Virgil ſeems to confound it, with King 


: Leu s beſieging Roan the Year followin for he 
writes, the French King uſed to keep St. 2 $ 


Day very religiouſly. He ceaſed wil Siege and gave 
the Inhabitants a formal Truce, nevertheleſs ſome of 


w_. 


4 
0 


A 


* 


* 


4 
de his Men making a ſecret Attack upon the Fown, 
vyyere diſcovered by our Men, who invoking St. Lau- 
C rence, revenged the ERP: of: Lewis with a n 
<< — 7 | 


* 4 gt. r ann: 1s 3 103 Upminſter 
„ Church in Eſſex, where Geffery de Magnavile her 
<« firſt Husband had an Eſtate, is dedicated to St. Lau- 
<< rence. In Malſfingbam s Hypodigma Neuftrie; P.449. 

Edit. Francaf. a like Inſtance of the Notion” of 
gt. Jamers puniſhing. the m_ of Matthew Earl 
„ of Baaen, > ſame Year 1173; this Year likewiſe 


* male Fe Ingeram 4 is, a e Mans. 


2 N. 4 RN 5 

Wie 4 farprizl Joh Real 10ll of Romance is 
r. brought in by our . Hh In the principal Figure 
fat this Altar or Criicifix) St. Laurence, he could not 
poſſibly err, but in the Group about it, he is extrava- 
gantly out; wide of the true End and Deſign of this 
Piece, which is to reprefent Sacreck and Churc Hiſtory 
agreeable to the Place, and not Prophane and Secular. 
On the KRight-ſide f this Crucifix ſtands alſo the 
Figure of à Biſhop (or Pope) With 4 TE Miter a 


( g ) Urban the Fifth, who flouriſhed in gs was the firſt Pope that 
watt up the Tiara, or Triple Crown, to ſet forth, that the Vicar of Jeſus 
( tho” bis kingdom was not of this world) had Pontifical, Imperial and 


Regal Power. So that this Piece'of Imagery a this, e n 
* that time. 
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[4] 
rather Tiara, but of him our learned Antiquary is 
profoundly ſilent. This I preſume is Pope Sixtus, or 
St. Sixte, as he is ſtiled by the Church of Nome, and to 
him and St. Laurence this Altar ſeems principally to be 
dedicated. This St. Sixte brought up St. Laurence from 
his Youth, and made him his Archdeacon of Name; in 
the Commemoration- Office or Feſtival of St. Sixte, 
mention is made of St. Laurence; as in that of St. Lau- 


rence, mention is alſo made of St. Sixte; their Suffer- 


ings and rdoms bear an inſeparable Connexion, 
ſo that agreeable to this, we ſee them here figured 
together, as they ſuffered, in a fe- Days of one ano- 
ther, under the Emperor Galyen (505 or Decyan . 
" Whan Sixtus hadde refuſed 3 and Was 
© broughte into the Pryſon of Mamertyn, the bleſſed 
Saynt Laurence cryed after hym, ſayenge, Fader 
whyder goeſt thou without thy Sone, Preſte whyder 
< goelt thou without thy. Myniſter. To whom Sixte 
« ſay'd, Son, I leve You not, but greter Batta ylles ben 
rc. = to The, and after 411 "ur "TROY Deken ſhalt 
*« folowe Me Preſte. | 


* 


£ 
0 


1 


4 | W t doc 


1 in the Office + 2 Church. "= 5 
St. Sixtus's (i). Day Auguſt 6, as in that of St. Lau- 
rence Auguſt 1 o, we find the fame Words -repcated,-—- 
Nuo Progrederis fine Allo, Hater? A Neo 5 * 05, 2 


Diacono  Properas 9 


| (9 Galyen had two 3 2 and 1 9 3 by ym, 

Syxte and Laurence ſuffred Martyrdome, about the _ * our Lund 260. 

Cold. Legend, P. 211, and P. n mie!!! 41 340 1 5 
(i) Breviar. Rom. ity 2:60 


= 


N 1 


Under the Feet” of this Sirre, we may a1 . 
three (A). ſmall Figures, I don't find our learned 
Antiquary's good Friend BEN EPDIOIT ABas able to 
help him out here; of theſe we have no Account given 
us; they may probably rep reſent St. Feliciſſimus, St. A. 
gapitus and the aforelald Sixte, CI) who all ſuffered, 
and are commemorated together, on the ſixth Day of 
Auguſt. We are aſſured that the Figure of the King 
here, is Lewis VII. of France, but as I have obſerved, 
this Group of Figures bears a Relation to the Suffer- 
ings, &c. of St. Laurence, fo that T am perſuaded, it 
may with more Juſtice be ſaid to be Decyan or Gal Hen, 


as I al afterwards endeavour to prove. 


A. D. M. C. LXXVE. 


ad Our Author band and FO —-*© On the 
* Left-hand of St. . and the Freneb King; 
c are three Figures, of a Man, a Woman and a Child; 
* all in long Garments, and marked toward the bottom 
“ with a Croſs: The Woman lays her Arm upon the 
* Child's Neck; I take them to be oſeph, the Virgin 
and our Saviour an Infant. —- Underneath them is 
A the Figure of a Horſe, a Man, his Sword and Shield, 
all as > ue down ; this, no doubt, means the Gon: 
verſion of St. Paul ; our pious Lady as J apprehend, 
cut theſe Figures on account of a very remarkable 


** Circumſtance happening in the Year 1176, which 


(K) Table H. (7) Breviar. Rom. Gold. Len P. 205. 
(n) P. 31. Table IL 5 
11 N þ (3 2 © we 
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« we find recited in Benedict Abbas, P. 130. In that 
« Year, King Henry II. and the King his Son along 
« with him, held their Court at Vindſon upon the 
« Chriftmaſs Holy-days ; and Cardinal H. ugheſun, lent 
© from the Court of Rome, was at the ſame time at 
« York with the Archbiſhop. Before the Purification 
* of the Virgin, and about the Feaſt of the Conver- 
*© ſton of St. Paul, the King came to Mortbampton, 
and held a great Parliament there, of the Hierarchy, 
the Nobility and Commons, and enacted the Aſſize 
of the Realm by their joint Authority; 3. e. they 
divided the Realm of England into fix Circuits, and 
appointed three Juſtice to each Circuit, waged 
in the manner that has been obſerved ever ſince to 
«© this Day, for the publick Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
The whole Affair may be ſeen in the above cited 
* Author; who adds, it was done at Clarendon, and 
and after recorded at Northampton. It is a matter 
6 of Conſequence, which our Lady Roifia, would be 
the more induced to take Notice of, on account 
« of her Father having been Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England. 


. At the ſame Parliament at Northampton, upon 
b the Summons of the King, William King of Scotland 
b, « appeared, with the Biſhops of Scotland, to acknow- 
| «© ledge Subjection to the Church of Eng land. — Theſe 
Events I take to be the Occaſion &* Lady Roifia's 
1 « cutting theſe Figures on the Wall of her Chapel; 
| ce there might be ſome particular Incidents therein 
— < 8 relating to her TOs which we know not. 

| I — 8 « This 


480 


% This Veat 1176, was a Year, highly glorious to 
our Engliſb Monarchs; I. alſinghbam ls us; here 
<«< were in the Court at once, Ambaſſadors from Al- 
<< phonſus King of Castile, Sanctius King of Navarre, 
«Emanuel the Emperor of Con/tantinople, Frederick 
the Roman Emperor, Iilliam Archbiſhop of Rhenies, 
Henry 2 of 1 and of Philip Earl of 
« Flanders.” 

I. 1 05 Ye bn 8 r en 0 0 

R 8 M A R K 8. 

That — — Figures — a Man, a * . A 
Child are to repreſent the Holy Family, may be ad- 
mitted, tho I = not remember, that I have ever met 
2 them as here figured and delineated ; but the 

Figure of an Horſe, a Man, his Sword and Shield by 
him, which, our Antiquary ſays (no doubt) means the 
Converſion of . St. Paul, is far from the Point in 
Queſtion, and is not to be admitted. (u) The Con- 
verſion of St. Paul is very differently delineated, the 
Apoſtle is in a Roman Dreſs, in a groveling State and 
Poſture, by his Horſe on the Ground; the Apoſtle is 
unarmed; whereas the Figure here ſtands upright, and 
in com pleat Armour, St. Paul's Horſe is always bridled 
and ſaddled, and very juſtly; the Horſe here is with- 
out any Furniture. Theſe Circumſtances fully perſuade 
me, that ſome other Perſon is here repreſented ; th e 


(3) Dr. Stukeley, p. 26, bes theſe Words, * We are to remark, that 
« all our Saints here have a Croſs cut in the lower part of their 


 « Garments,” He has not made good his Remark here, W. St. Paul not 
Wi that . 4 cel. ub 1% 1 


Per Gn 


& \ 


* 
| 


[46] 
Perſon! then here figured, is (o) St. Tpolyre or Hippo- 
Iyte, who is faid to have been baptized by; and to be 
buried by the Body of St. Laurence; ſo that this makes 
part of that Group of Figures, attending on St. Lau- 
rence, and bears a Connexion with the Hiſtory of that 
Saint. This Hippolyte, was tortured and ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom under the aforeſaid Emperor Decian. -—- The 
Legend gives this Account of him Than Decyan 
* made hym to be beten with Staves, and all to rente 
« with Combes of Yron, and he confeſſed with a clere 
«© Voyce, that he was Cryſten. And whan he had de- 
i© ſpyſed theſe Tourments, he dyde hym to be clothed 
with the Veſture of a Knight, that he tofore uſed in 
«© exhortynge hym than to receive his Amytee; and his 
« fyrſte Chyvalrye, and Ypolyte ſay d, {p) I am the 
« Knyght of Jheſu Chryſte. Aa than Decyan re- 
** plenyſhed with great Wrath, delyvered hym to Va- 
« leryan the Provoſt, &c. and than Faleryas made 
* poche to be bounden by the Fete unto the Neekes 
of wylde Horſes, and made hym to be drawer 
« amonge Thornes, Bryeres and Roches, tyll he ren- 
e dred and gave up to God his Spiryte, he deyed 
« about the Vere of our Lorde ccixvi, and than 
« Juſfeyne the Preſte toke the Body and buryed it by 
the Body of St. Laurence. Of this mane; 1 


45 9) St. Ypolyte's Day is on the. thirteenth of Aupuſt, Din n. 
Gold. Legend, P. 203. 

(D) This may be one Reaſon for our Saviour's, Fc. Station here, as in 
Table II. Another may be. In the ſame Hour (when St. Laurence 
was beten with Scorpyons) a Knyght named Romayne, beleved in God, 
and ſayde unto St. Laurence, I fee tofore thee a ryght fayre Yonge- lynge | 

* and with a Linnen Cloth clenſynge thy Wounds. - Gold. Legend. 


« Ambroſe, 


[47] 
. Arg; in bis Preface; The bleſſed Martyr Ypolyte 
15 conf{yUered chat Iheſu Cryſt was very Duke, and he 
6c. yolde be his Knyght, and had lever be his Knyght, 
% than Duke of Knyghtes, and he purſewed not 
eo St. Lawrence, whiche was put under his 'kepynge, 
<./but. followed:hym ; ſo that in ſuffrynge Martyrdame 
« he left the Lawe of the Tyraunt, and came and 
<< poſleded: the Treſoure of very Rycheſſe, whiche is 
the Glory of the Kynge perdurable and perpetual. 
« And after theſe thynges done, Decyan and FValeryan 
c gſcęnded into a Golden Chare for to go and tour- 
mente Cryſten Men; and Decyan was ravyſſed of a 
4 en ad cryed, O. Ypohee Kath bounde me with 

6 ſharp Ohaynes and ledeth me awaye; and Vuletyan 

© .crytd alſo, O Laume thou draweſt me with fyre 
c Chaynes, and the fame Houre Valeryan deyed; and 
< atd Decyan' retonrned home: and deyed the thyrde 
„ D rer and cryed; Laurence 
« cefle you A lytell, thee to ceſſe th Tour- 

— and _ e £ 


Herel.alſo:y we. ee e | that dhe Figute 
which out Antiquary aſeribes to the French King, is 
the Figure and Repreſentations of (7) Decian the 
Tyrant: E and Perſecutor of the aforeſaid Saints, 
W e and er the py: we e 


et LIC: e Hat L1 bt. 


aid WY On the Tower. df the Church of Se. ai in Wan is to 
een the Figure of St. Lo rence, and that of the Emperar Decigh 4 in 

4 RESI as nere; 1 belie the Doctor won't. ſay; that Lady 
Rois Bed this or; that, this bears: any Relation to the French King; 


which Tower was aße. 147% 9 eee (4) | 
a: Akt that 


a 


* 


(48 ] 
that Emperor to be in, beſpeałs in ſome meaſure tlie 
Torture he lay under, as expreſſed by the Legend; 
and thus is this Group of Figures, and the Ima 
here all of a Piece, and truly adjuſted; free from thoſe 
wild Chimerical Accounts introduced by our Doctor, 
and aſcribed to his Lady Roiſia; as Events, Circum- 
ſtances and Incidents ae to her own Family in 
1176; and Matters of Conſequence, ich ſhe wou uld 
be the more induced to take No otice . D 


=; I" or H ibpoly Je was beld in fel Vers 
tion in this NRoyſton Neighbourhood, that we find a 
Town a few Miles off, near to Hitchin, called 1 

lites, and by Corruption at this Day; ' Eppatlers or 
| Pallets; the Church of this Vill, ſays a late Hiſtorian, 

(7 ) was dedicated. to St. Hippolyte, from whom the 
Vill received its Name; he was a good Tamer of Colts, 

an excellent Horſe· leach, and ſo devoutly honoured for 
theſe Qualities .after his Death, that all Paſſengers that 
paſſed that way on Horſe-back, thought themſelves 
bound to bring their Steeds to che High-Altar in this 
Church, where this holy Horſeman was ſhrined; and a 
Prieſt continually attended to beſtow fuch F ragtnerits 
of Hippolyte's Miracles upon their untamed Colts and 
old wanton and forworn Jades, as he had in Store; and 
did avail ſo much the more or leſs, as the Paſſengers 
were bountiful or hard handed; but he that was 
niggardly of his Coin, had but a cold and counterfeit: 
Cure. The Horſes were brought out of the NNorth-. 
Street thro' the North-Gate, and the V orth-Door of 


(r] Chauncey's 58 of Hertfordſ. P. 398. — 


* 4 " 
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the Church, which was boarded on purpoſe to bring 
up the Ales to the Altar, ſince which time the 
Church has always been Bad. 


After this, it may perhaps em a matter of Surprize 
to ſome Perſons, to. perceive the Doctor's great Skill 
and Judgment in knowing the Scull of his Lady Roi ſia, 
(s) tho' broken into ſeveral Pieces; and his not being 
able to diſtinguiſh between St. Paul, and St. Ypolyte ; 
not knowing an Apoſtle, from a Jockey, or an Horſe- 
leach, as Sir Henry Chanceys, has it. > 


But there remains ſtill one Figure to account for, 
the Woman that we fee at the Foot of this Crofs or 
defaced Crucifix, (:) © To the right of St. Laurence 
„ (fays our Antiquary) and the French King, is a 
* kj —ꝗ— Figure, ſeeming to have been a Crucifix, 
* underneath it a Female Figure perfect, perhaps the 
« Female Figure underneath 1 it is Lady Roiſſia. 


Rood ridges 
The Lady Roifia is 1 often brought on the Stage, 


that ſhe is a CRAuBE, more than Bis RETETTTA; 1 
had much rather believe it to be the Figure of Com 
cordia. When Yalerian had a Commiſſion from De- 
cyan the Emperor to perſecute St. Ypolyte, * He found 

@ (fays the (2) Legend) that all the Meyne of V Po- 
« /yte's Houſe were Cryſten, and all were brought to 
« fore hym, And whan he wolde have conflrayned 


83 . (t) P. 40. () Gold, Legend, P. 203. 
|; II cc them 


„ 
them to do Sacrefyce, one named St. Concordia (x) 
« Nouryce of Ypolyte anfwered for them all, we had 
“ lever deye with oure Lorde chaſtely, than lyve 
« ſynfully. And than Decyan beynge preſente com- 
maunded that ſhe ſholde be beten with Plommets 
« of Lead, unto the tyme that ſhe gave over her 
« Spyryte. And Ypolyte ſayd, Syr, I thanke the, that 
thou haſte ſente my Nouryce to fore the Syght of 
ce thy Sayntes. ”” ---- Or it may ſet forth the Figure of 
Tryphonye, the Emperor Decyan's Wite, which as the 
ſaid Legend ſhews, ---- was moche cruel, and whan 
« {ſhe ſawe this thynge (viz. the Torture and Death of 
« her Husband (y Decyan) ſhe left all, and toke 
« Cyrille her Daughter, and wente to Saint Fu/tyne, 
C and was baptyſed with many other, and that other 
Daye after that as Tryphone prayed, the gave up her 
Spyrite and deyed; and Juſtyne the Preſte, buryed 
her Body by St. Ypolyte. And than xLv1 Knyghtes 
« herynge, that the Quene and her Daughter were 
“ becomen Cryſten, came with theyr Wyves to Juſtyne 
«© the Preſte, for to receyve Baptiſme. Claudias the 
a Emperor, when Cyrills wolde not do Sacrifyce, dyde 
A « do cutte her Throat, and dyd do byhede the other 
4 „ Knyghtes, and the Bodyes were borne with the 
. « other into the Felde Verane, and there buried. 
| Here give me leave to obſerve, that thoſe Figures 
| above, as in Table II. in Battle-Array, as an Army; 


* 


« 


A 


A 


A 


k 


Fe 


. 


* 


0 


* 


** 


* 


and which the Doctor would have us Believe, to be the 
two Armies of the King of France and of (2) England j 


; (x) That is Nurſe of Ypolyte, ſee Ypolyte*s Life in the Golden Legend, 
1 P: 203. (% Gold, Leg. P. 203. (z) P. 38. 


may | 


TW? 

may perhaps repreſent theſe Knights thus martyred, or 
that great and noble Army or Company of Martyrs; 
which all Church Hiſtory teaches us, fell by the Hand 
of Decyan. (a) He began ryght cruelly to perſecute 
the Chirche and Cryſten Men, and commaunded 
<« that they ſholde be deftroyed without Mercy; and 
% many thouſandes Martyrs were ſlayn. And that it 
repreſents an Army of Saints, a Spiritual and not a 
Temporal Army, appears from that great Arch or 
Cavity in the Wall under them, made on purpoſe to 
place Lamps and Lights in, to burn before them. At 
the end of Table II. and alſo in the Beginning of 
Table III, may be obſerved a Croſs, and of this he 
gives us the following Account. 


(5) © St. Chriſtopher went into Lucia in Aſia Minor, 
<« to preach the Goſpel; once on a time, before a great 
« Aflembly of People there, he ſtuck his Staff into 
the Ground; it took Root immediately, produced 
„Leaves, Flowers and Fruit, in Token of the Truth 
of his Doctrine, which much furthered their Con- 
verſion. On the Right-hand of the afore- mentioned 
« Figure of St. Katharin in our Oratory, we ſee this 
© croſs-like Staff of St. Chriftopher, cut by Lady Roi ſia, 
“thus amuſing herſelf on his Anniverſary 2 5 July, 
« when reading the Legends of his Life; we fee it 


(a) Gold. Leg. P. 1986. This Decyan, or Decius the Emperor, raiſed 
the Seventh Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, as Church Hiſtory teſtifies; 
Nicephorus ſays, that the Number of Martyrs, in his Time, could not be 
reckoned, no more than the Sands of the Sea - L. 5. C. 29. c 


(5) P. 37. le; oy 
| 'H'a f « likewiſe 


[ 52 ] 0 
4 likewiſe in Table II, to ſhew the Continuity of the 
Sculptures. | 


N 


The Account that we have of St. Chriſtopher's Staff 
being turned into a Croſs, I ſhall here n mention, 
referring my Reader to my Remarks 6n Table III. 


When St. Chriſtopher had ſet our Saviour down, 
having carried him over a River, and complained to 
him, that he weighed almoſt as if he had all the World 
upon him; Chriſt replyed to St. Chriftopher, { c ) 
«© Marveyell thou no thynge, for thou haſt not onely 
ce borne all the Worlde upon thee, but thou haſt borne 
« hym that created and made all the Worlde upon 
« thy Sholders. I am Jheſu Cryſt the Kynge ; and 
«© bycauſe that thou gnowe that I ſay to the Trouthe, 
<« {et thy Staffe in the Erth by thy Hous, and thou 
&« ſhalt ſee to morrowe that it ſhall bere Floures and 
« Fruyte. And Chry/tophore ſet his Staffe in the 
«© Erthe, and whan he aroſe in the Morne he founde 
e his Staffe lyke a Palmyer berynge Floures, Leves 
« and Dates. ” ----- This therefore is what is called 
a Palmers-Croſs, which we find mentioned often in old 
Hiſtory, and ſtands here as an Altar to St. Hyppolyte, 
the principal Image; and it is highly probable, ſuch a 
Croſs was before the Image of Hyppolyte in the Church 
of Hippolytes, and the ſame Apparatus as here, with 
him. So that the true Station of this Croſs or Altar, 


(c) See Table II, and III. 
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is in Table II; and it is quite prepoſterous, and to 
confound things to place it in Table III. by the Image 
of St. Katharine ; the Sculptures being eaſily to be 
diſtinguiſhed, and to be known by the Walls, South 
and Weft, on which they are delineated. 


The laſt thing obſervable in Table II, is the two ſepul- 
chral Stones with Figures cut on them on the circular 
Bench or Aſcent, © This perhaps (ſays our {4 ) Author) 
our piousLady cut, as a Memorandum of a Monument 
© of her Father and Mother; which afforded Matter for 
her Contemplation, on the Days of their Obit. 


I have already obſerved, that it was the Practice and 
Cuſtom of Hermits to admit Men and Women to be 
buried in their Oratories, as Monks and Canons did in 
their Conventual Churches; ſo that our Author's Aſ 
ſertion, that this is in Remembrance of Roifra's Parents 
(till it is better proved) muſt be looked upon as a mere 
Conjecture, a Fancy that has nothing to ſupport itſelf 


witn. 
«<TABLE III. M. C. LXXVII. 


The firſt Piece of Imagery that offers itſelf here, is 
the Altar of St. Katharine Toward the chief 
« Crucifix, ſays the Doctor, (e) which is as it were 
< the High-Altar of our Chapel, is cut the Figure of 
« St. Katharin of Alexandria, with a Wheel, the In- 

<« ſtrument of her Paſſion in her Hand. She has a 
HW 7 « Crown 


344 


4% Crown on her Head, as being of the Blood Ro yal 
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of Egypt; we are told in the Legends of her Life, 
that this eminent Virgin and Martyr was impri- 
ſoned for twelve Days, no Perſon permitted to 


come near her, even to bring her any Suſtenance, 
but that a Dove miraculouſly adminiſtred to her, 


© and brought her all Neceſſaries. This is cut on 


the left Side of the Tablet of the Crucifix; there 


is a Cavity funk into the Wall, which is to repre- 


ſent a Priſon; in one end of it, the Virgin fits in 
a Acne ate Poſture; in the Saler end ſhe is re- 
preſented as lying inn a Croſs marked on her 
Garment; underneath her is a Hand ſtretched out 


© and a Heart, meaning her Zeal for Religion, and 


the Protection of Providence, ſhewn kad her. 
The like above, and the Dove hovering over her, 
as mentioned in the Legends. There is a v 

intereſting Reaſon, why Lady Roa cut theſe Fi- 
gures of St. Katharin bis, which belongs to the 
Year 1177; the Story 1s thus told in Benedi& Ab- 
bas, Page 160. Philip Earl of Flanders and Wil- 
liam de Magnavile Earl of Eſſex her Son, took 
upon. themſelves the Croſſes of the Jeruſalem Pil- 


grimage, in 1176; the Year following, after Ea/ter, 


they with many Barons and Knights went on the 
x pets. c When they came to Jeruſalem, aſſo- 


ting to themſelves the Brethren of the Temple, 


ſpec Knights Hoſpitallers, and Raymond' Prince of 
Antioch, and in a manner the 1 Militia of the 


Holy Land, they beſieged a certain Caſtle belong- 
ng to che Pagans, which was called Harangh. 
v4 When 


L 35 ] 

« When this was told to Saladin the Sultan of Ba- 
« 3ylon, he gathering together the Kings, Princes 
<« under him, and more than 500, ooo Horſe and 
<« Foot, entred upon the T 10 of the Chriſtians, 
« and Hired hi Pents not far from the Holy City 
of Feruſalem. The Knights Templars and Hoſpi- 
tallers and Soldiery of the King of Jeruſalem, who 
« ſtaid there to guard the City, advanced againſt the 
% Papans, the Biſhop of Besblebem carrying the Holy 
<« Croſs. before them. The Chriſtians were not above 
20,000 fighting Men, yet by the Power of the 
Almighty, they obtained the Victory; this happened 
« 117% in the Plains of Ramah, on the Day of 
«©: Kaden, Ne and Ae 25 Movember. 
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The great Crucifix above-mentioned with the Figures 
of the Virgin Mary, and St. Jobn the Evangeliſt, on 
each ſide of it, appears (as it is alſo larger than the 
reſt) to be the Chief er High-Altar of this Oratory. 
Such an Apparatus, a Crucifix, with a John and a 
Mary, as the common People called them, was in the 
time of Popery required and en) joinen to be in every 
Cathedral and Pariſh Church in England, and was 
uſually placed in a Gallery erected between the Nave or 
Body of the Church, and the Choir or Chancel, over 
the Screen that divides them. It was called the Rood- 
Loft, from. a great ( Rood or Image of our Saviour 


( Thus Hol Rood- Dq, and Rood. Lane in Tg famous. for the 
25 of. them. 


on 


on the Croſs, made generally of Wood and painted, 


N 


W 


and ſet up between the Images of the Virgin and 
St. John. Here was. alſo an Antependium, or Curtain 
let down before: them, when Service was over, but in 
time of Service, they were lighted up with Lamps and 
Wax Tapers, and the Altar under it was called the 
Altar of the Crucifix. In thoſe Days, weak People 
were fond of being buried as near as poſſible to this 
Place, as appears Com the Wills of many Perſons, and 
from the great N umber of Grave-Stones, which may 
be obſerved in moſt Churches to be here crowded 
together. Chaucer's good Wife of Bath, mentions this 


in her mn {peaking of her fourth Husband---- 


Hed ied a I came frd 2 "x." 
And lieth in Grave under the Rood- Beem. 


— Some of theſe were thought to have more Virtue 
and Emineney in them than others; Fox (g has given 
us ſeveral Inſtances of this, eſpecially 3 in that of, the 
Rood of Grace, which in the Reign of King Henry VIII, 
was. expoſed . by the Lord \ Winks at St. Paul's Croſs 
in London, and there torn in Pieces by the Populace: | 
No wonder then is it. to find here {ich a Crucifix, 
decorated as was enjoined to be in all Churches. On 
the Right-hand of this Crucifix or Altar ſtands the 
Figure or St. Katharine, to whom it is reaſonable. to 
conclude. this Oratory or Chapel was dedicated ; this 
is What was called the Imago Principalis, in reſpect 
of ſeveral other leſs, inferior Altars, &c. ſet up in 


(20 Ads and Monum. V. 2. P. 250, and 431; V. 3. P. 83 
Churches, 
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Churches, &c, and as we ſee here. Nobert de (5) 
Winchelſea, Archbiſhop of Canterbury in his Metro- 
political Viſitation about the Year 1300, made an 
Order or Decree, confirmed 75 his Succeſſor Malter 
Reynolds, by which the Pariſhioners throughout all 
the Archdeaconries of his Province were appointed 
to ſee that the Image of that Saint, to whoſe Memory 
the Church, Chapel, Sc. was dedicated, ſhould be 
erected, or ſet up in the Chancel of every Pariſh 
Church; and in another of the Conſtitutions of the 
ſaid Archbiſhop Nobert, amongſt the Church Furni- 
ture to be provided. at the Charge of the Pariſh, 
the Imago Principalis is One; Scilicet Illius Sancti 
ad cujus honorem Ecclefia conſecrata eſt; that is 
The Image of that Saint to whoſe Honour the Church 
is dedicated. And there appears a far more antient 
Proviſion for this in the Council or Synod of Celi- 
chyth held in 816 --—- Præcipimus etiam unicuique 
Epiſcopo, ut habeat. (1), depittum in pariete Oratorij, 
aut in tabuld, vel etiam in Altaribus, quibus Santis, 
ft utrague Dedicuta. Our Author calls this the High- 
Altar of the Oratory, yet tells us that Lady Noi ſia 
cut this in 177, I appeal it to every candid Reader 
to determine, whether it is reaſonable to think the 
Inferior Altars can be ſaid, or ſuppoſed, to be before 
the chief or High- Altar; yet our learned Doctor 
has aſſerted this, in ſaying: that the Altar of St. Lamw- 
rence was (I) made in 1173, and that of St. Paul 
(5) Linwood's Provinc. Oxon. Fol. 20 s 
(i) Spelm. Concil. V. 1. P. 328. | (E) P. 28, and P. 31, Ce. 


| 
| 
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conclude this Oratory or Chapel was dedicated; this 
is what was called the Imago Principalis, in reſpect 
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on the Croſs, made generally of Wood. and. painted, 
and ſet up between the Images of the Virgin and 
St. Jobn. Here was alſo an Antependium, or Curtain 
let down before them, when Service was over, but in 


time of Service, they were lighted up with Lamps and 
Wax Tapers, and the Altar under it was called the 


Altar of the Crucifix. ---- In thoſe Days, weak People 


were fond of being buried as near as poſſible to this 
Place, as appears Goa the Wills of many Perſons, and 

from the great N umber of Grave- Stones, which may 
be obſerved in moſt Churches to be here crowded 
together. Chaucer's good Wite of Bath, mentions 15. 


in her Prologue, ſpeaking of her fourth Husband — 


He died wis T came frd HY 3 
And lieth in Grave under the Rood- Beem. 


- Some of theſe were thought to have more Virtue 
and Emineney in them than others; Fox (g has given 
us ſeveral Inſtances of this, eſpecially in that of the 
Rood of Grace, which in the Reign of King Henry VIII, 
was expoſed by the Lord 5 ——5 at 855 Paul's Croſs 
in London, and there torn in Pieces by the Populace. | 
No wonder then is it to find here {ach a Crucifix, 
decorated as was enjoined to be in all Churches. On 


the Right-hand of this Crucifix or Altar ſtands the 


Figure i. St. Katharine, to whom it is reaſonable. to 


of ſeveral other leſs, inferior Altars, &c. ſet up in 


(g) Ads and Monum. V. 2. P. 250, WW 44 F.3d... 
Churches, 


Churches, &c, and as we ſee. here. Robert. de (5) 
Winchelſea, Archbiſhop of Canterbury in his Metro- 
political Viſitation about the Year 1300, made an 
Order or Decree, confirmed 5 his Succeſſor Walter 
Reynalds, by which the Pariſhioners throughout all 
the Archdeaconries of his Province were appointed 
do ſee that the Image of that Saint, to whoſe Memo 
the Church, Chapel, Sc. was dedicated, ſhould be 
erected, or: ſet up in the Chancel of every Pariſh | 
Church; and in another of the Conſtitutions of the | 
ſaid Archbiſhop Nobert, amongſt the Church Furni- 
ture to be provided. at the Charge of the Pariſh, 

the Imago Principalis is One; Scilicet Illius Sancti 

ad cujus honorem Ecclefia conſecrata eſt; that is 

The Image of that Saint to whoſe Honour the Church 

is dedicated. And there - appears a far more antient 

Proviſion for this in the Council or Synod of Celi- 

chyth held in 816 --—- Præcipimus etiam unicuigue 

Epiſcopo, ut habeat (i), depietum in pariete Oratorij, 

aut in tabula, vel etiam in Altaribus, quibus Santis, 

it utrague Dedicuta. Our Author calls this the High- 

Altar of the Oratory, yet tells us that Lady Noi ſia 

cut this in 4177, I appeal it to every candid Reader 

to determine, whether it is reaſonable to think the 

Inferior Altars can be ſaid, or ſuppoſed, to be before 

the chief or High- Altar; yet our learned Doctor 

has aſſerted this, in ſaying that the Altar of St. Law- 

rence was (4) made in 1173, and that of St. Paul 

) Linwood's Provinc. Oxon. Fol. 203. | 

(i) Spelm. Concil. V. 1. P. 328. (&) P. 28, and P. 31, Se. 
a 1 r ee (or 


D 
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T3 4 N - we „ 0 4 1 89 28 cod TP 162 
{or Hippolyte) in 1175; if this" not at" Htg 
Fegreeo, I know not what to ſtile it. 


And that the Cavity (on the left Side of this'Cru- 
-cifix or Altar) funk into the Wall, is to repreſent 
the Priſon of St. Katherine 5 TE be'a 
great Miſtake This is to ſet forth another Piece of 
Furniture, in Churches, in old Times; and that is 
the Sepulchre of our Lord; the Remains of fuch 
Sepulchres may be obſerved by 'aty curious Pærſon in 
ſeveral old Churches even at this Day. Theſe Sepul- 
chres being in Similitude of our Saviour's Tomb in 
the Rock, they were always erected near to the High- 
Altar, as here, and generally on the Mortb-Eap ſide 
of the Chancel, by the Altar. Thus Thomas Fiennes 
{1) Lord Dacres, by his Will bearing Date, Septem- 
ber 1, 1531, bequeathed his Body to be buried in 
the Pariſh Church of Her. Monceaux in Suſſex, on 
the Worth fide of the High-Altar, er that a 
Tomb ſhould be made for placing there the Sepulchre 
of our Lord; and Sir Henry Colet Wills, if he dies. 

at Stebunbithß to be buried at (n) Sepulchre, before 
St. Dunſtan in the ſaid Church; and his Monument 
is to be ſeen at this Day, at the Morth-Eaſ end of 
the Chancel of the ſaid Church of Stepney near Lon- 
Aon, which Church is dedicated to St. Durftan, fo 
that here is a Proof both of the Station of the Image 
Principalis, and of the Sepulchre of our Lord. Great 


(1) Dugd. Baron. V. 2. P. 244. n 
(in) Doctor Knight's Life of Dean Colet. P. 7, and Miſcellan. P. 462. 
Wa 
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Wer Lights were generally burning. at this Sepulchee, 


and here we may perceive two Arches, or Nich-like 
Cavities (as the Doctor himſelf obſerves) cut in the 
Wall; which were made to ſet Lamps in, as we may 
well ſuppoſe, ſays he, on her (St. &. Laer Anni 
verſary, Mavember 25; whereas they 15 to light 
up the Sepulchre, OY thus we find ggeſt Nitch 
to be at the Head: of the Sepulchee, BY RE yo the 
Body of our Lord, whoſe Figure, I ſhall -ſhew. that 
to be, lying on his Back. Gaby Wethamftede Abbot 
of St. Alban s, appointed twelve Wax Lights to "_ 
about the Sepulchre of our Lord, n and 
Money (as many in that Age did) to ſupport them 
for ever: Great Pomp and 113 in thoſe Days 
of Darkneſs were — in all Churches at this Sepul- 
chre on Eafter-Day; when the Crucifix was taken 
out of this Sepulchre. (in which it was depoſited in 
a ſolemn, manner on Geod-Friday) by the Prieſt, on 
the fying of this part of the. Office "of the Day 
Surxexit, non off hie The Figure then lying on his 
Back, is not the Figure of er but that 
G in Ghana N r eee, 
and 0 Wonder is it to bes the Dove 3 WW O 
him, a Proof of the Deity : And this is ur 
confirmed by the Henk, and Hands ger Hearts on 


them, as the DoQor calls them, WO” nun | 
Tablet « or Altar a K. ** arbariae. 


10 many Audient Churches 5 Relig ous 8 
this Coat Armour may be obſerved ---- Gules an Heart 
e nnn. and a. oxy a Dexter 
and 
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and a Sinifter Foot couped and pierced, Slltfreways, 
Argent. This is called by the Nomaniſts tlie Shield of 
the Five-Wounds, the Hands therefore and the Feet 
pierced are to repreſent the Wounds made by the Nails, 
by which our Lord was faſtened to the Croſs, as the 
Heart pierced is to repreſent the Wound made by the 
Spear that pierced his Side. The Church of Rome 
has a ſolemn Maſs, called the Office of the Qringue 
LVulnera, or the Five-Wounds, and obſerves alſo on the 
ſeventeenth. of & eptember the Feſtival (5 of the Five- 
Wounds of St. Francis, commemorating that Impreſ- 
Gon which our Saviour (as they will have it) made 
on St. Francis's Hands, Feet and Side, the Prints of 
his own moſt Sacred Wounds. This Feſtival being 
appointed to be obferved about the Year 1400, is as 
an MAra, and ſhews that this part of the Imagery could 
not be carved till after the Death of Roifia. St. (o) 
Francis flouriſhed and founded his Order of Fran- 
N ciſcan Monks about the Year 1200, and the Order 
was not confirmed by the Pope till the Vear 1207, 
| about twenty Years after the Death of way Of a 
| like Error I take our Antiquary to be guilty in Re- 
lation to the Woman, that fits at one end of the Se- 

pulchre, © the Virgin Katherine, as he ſays in a diſ- 
| « conſolate Poſture at the end of the Priſon. This 
| Woman, as I take it, as well as that other Woman 


(n) Septemb. 1 7, Offic. Tmpreſſon. S. F. Stigmatum in Corpore beati 
Franciſci, Duplex ---- Pope Benedif who came to the Chair 1394, or- 
| dained this Office. See Breviar. Rom. P. 978, &c. Helvici. Chronolog, 
P. 138. 

(% Matt. Paris. 340, &c. St. Francis was canoniz'd in 1229, his, 
Pay” is kept on the fourth of Ottober, Calendar Roman, 

$ (whoſe 
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& (whoſe Head only is now apparent, and of whom 
&© he has Me unum Verbum quidem) are Repreſenta- 
<« tions of St. Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, 
« fitting againſt dhe Sepulchre, as we read in St. Mat- 


« | 09mg ch. xxvii. ver. 61, 


And now give me leave to appeal to every candid 
Reader, and ask him, what he thinks of the very 
INTERESTING REas0N, that our Antiquary ſays there 
was, why Lady Raiſia cut theſe Figures of St. Karha- 
rine here in 1177. Let any one read the Story told, 
and the Hiſtory applyed by him, and give me his 
Sentiments of this Principal Part of the Imagery ; he 
might methinks, with equal Truth and Juſtice, and 
as good a Grace, when he was on theſe Cruſade Ex- 
peditions, have ſtopped ſhort. of Teruſalem, and told 


us, it was the EPHESIAN-MATRON. 


A. D. M.C.LXXXV. 


The next Figure in Table III. to be conſidered is 
that of St. Chriſtopher (p) -—- © He is repreſented, 

« (fays our Pb with- our Saviour an Infant on 
his Shoulder, and a great Staff in his Hand; he is 
© reported in the Legends of his Life to be of a huge 
bulk of Body and Strength, and here carved larger 
than the other Figures; it is faid in the Hiſtory of 
« his Life, that conſidering his great Stature and 
« Strength, and how he might beſt ſerve God, and 
« be uſeful to Mankind, he built himſelf a Cell by 


(2) P.35. 


EI 
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et Rider s Side, where was neither Bridge nor Boat, 
« and there employed' himſelf in 1 over alt 
* Paſſengers; this Saint was thought to have a ſpecial 
« Privilege in preventing Tempeſts and Earthquakes, 

« for which Reaſon we ſee him fo often painted in 
« (Churches of. old. Whether or no Lady Roifia paid 
ec this regard to St. Chriſtopher on Account of his 
«© manner of Life, ſomewhat reſembling that ſhe had 
te devoted herſelf to, we cannot affirm, but the main 
« Reaſon why ſhe formed his Picture here, J aſcribe 
« to that Event which our Hiſtorians recite in the 
% Year 1185, for then happened a moſt terrible and 
6 N Earthquake in all England i in the Month 
« of March, ſuch a one as never was known before, 
©« many Hou thrown down, even ſuch as were 
built with Stone, a thing not very common; then 
Lincoln Cathedral ſplit from: top to bottom, the firſt 
* of May following an Eclipſe 1 the Sun, ſoon after 
great F Finmdeatan, Lighenng, and 'Fempeſts, many 
«© Men and Cattle deſtroyed, many Houſes burnt. — 
Benedict Abbot, P. + 36, Ge. 
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About the Morib-Weſt end of the Church, was: 
the Place or Station of St. Chriſtophen, and here we 
meet with him in our Oratory, and thus in the old 
Record mentioned by our Author © The King to 
the Sheriff of Hampſhire greeting, We command 
« you, that out of the Rents ſuing from your County, 
you cauſe to be painted in the Queen's Chapel at 
« Wincheſter 


FF] 

& Wincheſter upon the Gable toward the Waſt, the 
c Image of St. Chriſtopher, who holds in his Arm as 
“ uſual our Bleſſed Saviour, and the Coſt which you 
ce hy out on this Work ſhall be accounted for in our 
« Exchequer, Witneſs the King, Sc. And very 
lately was diſcovered on the Marth-M e Corner of the 
Church of Tersfield in Norfolk, by the Gable end, a 
very large painted Chriſtopher, over the Morth-Door 
there, () paſſing thro Water or a River with ſeveral 
Fiſh about his Feet. 


Another Reaſon of St. Chriſtopher's Station here is, 
that he was an Hermit, his farſt entering on that Life 
was owing to an Hermit (T) © And whan he hadde 
< longe Geer and demaunded where he ſhould fynde 
< Teſu Cryſt, at the laſt he came to a Deſarte to an 
© Heremyte that dwelled there, and this Heremyte 
<< preched to him of Jeſu Cryſt and enformed him 
“in the Fayth dylygently, and ſayd to him; this 
<< Kynge whom thou delyreſt to ſerve requyreth the 
< ſervyce that thou muſt oft faſt. And Chriſtopher 
< ſayd to him, requyre of me ſome thynge, and I 
<< ſhall do it for that which thou requyreſt I may not 
4 do. And the Heremyte ſayd, thou muſt than wake, 
“ and make many Prayers, and Cry/tofore ſayd to 
« him. I wote not, what it is, I may do no ſuche 
„ thynge, and than the Heremyte fayd to hym, 

(2) St. Chrytopher is placed over the North-Dvor becaufe Children to 
be baptized were uſually brought in at it, in Alluſſon to the Water in 


Baptiſm, which brings Salvation and Safety to Infants, as this Saint did 
to all he carried over the Water . Blomefield's Hiſt. Norff. V. 2. P. 657. 


(7) Gold. Legend. P. 176. 
0 © knoweſt 


1644 
te knoweſt thou fuch a Ryver, in which. many. may 
© be peryſhed and loſt to whom Chriftofore ſayd E 
« knowe it well. Than fay'd the Heremyte bycauſe 
« thou art noble and hye of Stature and ſtrong in thy 
« Members, thou ſhalt be reſydent by the Ryver, and 
«© thou ſhall bear over all theym that ſhall paſſe there, 
« whiche ſhall be a thynge ryght convenable to our 
« Lorde Jhefu Cryſt whom thou deſyreſt to ſerve. 
Thenne ſayd Chryſtofore certes this ſervyce may I 


{© well do, than went he to his Ryver, and made there 
his Habytacle for hym, &c.” | 


* 


— 


0 


* 
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Thus we ſee that as St. Chriſtopher was an Hermit 
himſelf and had an Hermit for his Guide and Pre- 
ceptor, he muſt be allowed to be a proper Figure, a 
Piece of Furniture highly juſt in this Place, the Ora- 
tory of a Brother Hermit, fo that our Antiquary had 
no need of putting his Invention on the Rack to ſearch 
for Events ſo foreign, to bring in Earthquakes, Eclipſes, 
Thunder and Lightning, Tempeſts, ſplitting of Lin- 
coln Cathedral, &c. and to aſcribe. this to be the 
main Cauſe why Lady Roifia formed this in 1185. 


Wec Deus inter fit, niſi dignus Vindici Modus, 
Inciderit. | 


The next thing obſervable is what our Author (3) 
calls the lower Tablet of the Crucifix, under the chief 
Crucifix of the Oratory ---- © Under St. Katharin, is 
« the Image of a King and a Queen, on the left a 


(S) P. 40. | 
great 


ec 


cc 
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great Number of Figures Male and Female, ex- 
tending themſelves all along the Morth ſide of the 
Oratory under St. Chriſtopher, &c. there can be 
no manner of Doubt, that the King and Queen 
preſents us, with the Efhgies of Henry II. and his 
Queen Eleanor; theſe Figures ſeem to be cut with 
ſomewhat more Delicacy, than the reſt. The 
Queen's dreſs over her Neck is more nicely deſigned, 
and the King has manifeſtly a great Fir round 
his Neck with a great Jewel hanging before upon 
his Breaſt, he leans his Right-hand upon a Shield, 
indicating his. Warlike Diſpoſition. "Theſe Royal 
Pictures ſhe ( Roifia ) made as well on Account of the 
Perſonal Qualities of that Prince, of great Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, Piety, Magnificent, Valorous, as that he 
and his Mother the Empreſs Maud, and Grand- 
father Henry I. and Great Grandfather the Con- 
queror had been Patrons and Benefactors to her 
Father's, and to both her Husbands Families, like- 
wiſe her Son- Magnavile and Couſin Hugh de Beau- 
champ were all this time employed in his Wars. 
The leſſer Crucifix means an Altar, the Figures of 
St, John and the Virgin as before, &c. 


e. 


The Situation of this Altar is ſomewhat particular, 


juſt below the great or High-Altar of St. Katharine 


and, as I take it, is alſo dedicated to the ſame Saint, 
and was as an Altar of the Benefactors to this Cell 
and Oratory; about which we ſee ſo many ſtanding, 
where they were commemorated, and prayed for. Our 


Antiquary 


Bo [65 ] 
Antiquiry has a long detail of the Perſonal Virtues of 
King Henry II. and his Queen, whom he will have 
to be here repreſented; Hiſtorians, that J have con- 
ſulted, ſet forth that King in a different Light. His 
ill Treatment of the Clergy, their Favourite St. 7 ho- 
mas, the invading the Privileges of Mother Church, 
his keeping Fair Roſamond, his publick blaſphemous 
Speech on the taking the City of Mentis, I ſhall 
e never love God any more, that hath ſuffered a City 
«© ſo dear to Me, to be taken from Me -—- which is 
pointed out as the Cauſe of his Death, and a long 
ſuch like, &c. could have but ſmall Influence on any 
Religious Perſon or Recluſe to commemorate this Mo- 
narch. And as to his Queen Eleanor, ſhe is charged 
with fiding and taking part with her Sons in Re- 
bellion againſt him, and was committed to Priſon for 
her Male-Practices. ---- Is it reaſonable then to think 
that Henry II. who as an old (72) Hiſtorian juſtly ob- 
ſerves, was forſaken of his Friends, forſaken of his 
Wife, forſaken of his Children, forſaken of himſelf, 
could merit this Station? We muſt therefore look out 
for ſome other Royal Perſonages, and here give me 
leave to ſay, that they ſeem to repreſent either King 
Edward III. and his Queen, or, rather King Henry V. 
and his Queen Katharine, Our Antiquary has in 
ſome meaſure pointed this out, the King (ſays he) 
has manifeſtly .a great Collar round his Neck with a 
great Jewel hanging before upon his Breaſt, What great 
Jewel is this, but that of St. George? What great 
Collar can this be, but the Collar of that Noble Order? 
An Order not founded before the Reign of Edward III. 


(t) Baker's Chron, P. 55. 


---- He 
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— He leans his Right-hand upon a Shield, indicating 
his Warlike Dilpoßtion; who proved that more, than 
Edward III, or Henry V As to the Dreſs of the Queen 
it is ſuch as becomes Us Conſort of a Monarch. 


The next Figure to be conſidered, is that marked 
Ne I. (2) Next to this leſſer Cmeifix i is manifeſtly a 
« Shield or Coat-Armorial, the Feſs on it is very plain, 

«© high raiſed, and the other Marks or Sketches ſo like 
«© to Croſs-Croſilets, that we cannot (ſays our Author) 
help ſuppoſing it to be the Arms of the 8 
E Ee. Gules, a Feſs between ſix re * 


R E M A R K 8. 


How this Doctor has here colltralified him ſelf 1 in 
aſcribing theſe Arms to H. [ugh de Beauchamp who lived 
in the Conqueror's time, and yet maintaining that 
taking up of Coat-Armour, and the Croſſes particu- 
larly began, in the time of the Cruſade under Henry II. 
J have already ſhewn where I have alſo proved that 
4 liam de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, who died 
x 298, was the firſt, that bore that Arms, fo that =" 
could * poſſiby Have any part in the cutting of it. 


But bur Nather obſerves: () „ That che Bedford: 
e ſhire Branch of the Beauchamps, to which Roi ſia 
« belongs, as Wife to Payn de Beauchamp, Baron of 
« Bedford, &c. lived at the Hoff in Bletneſhoe or 
% Bletfoe near Bed iford, where the Lord St. Joh» now 
&. dwells, who is deſcended from them, as well as 


(«) P. 41, Ge. (# Ie) P. 20, 21. 
K 2 („e the 


(67 
the Seymour-Beauchamps, and Pierceys of the Duke 
« of Somer/et's Famil. {11 
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Here will appear to be a Complication of Errors, 
that the Beauchamps branched out into many Noble 
Families is well known, and each particular Branch 
had its proper, particular Arms. ---- The Beauchamps 
of Warwick, who derive their Stem from Valter de 
Bello Campo in the Reign of Henry I.) Lord Elmeley, 
which Valter bore Gules a Feſs Or, this Y/arwick- 
Family took up Gules, a Feſs between ſix Croſs-Croſs- 
lets, Or. ---- The Beauchamps of Bedford, as far as I can 
find, bore ---- Quarterly, Or and Gules over all a Bend- 
let Sable. John Beauchamp Lord Bletſoe died as 
Dugdale informs (x) us in the fourteenth of Henry IV. 
and left John his Son, who dying a Minor, Margaret 
his Siſter and Heir was married to Sir Oliver St. John, 
Knight, who quartered Humfrevile, Delabere, Paveley, 
Foliot, and Beauchamp, but Beauchamp here is-—- 
Gules, a Feſs between fix Martlets Or, which are the 
Arms alſo of the Beauchamps, Lord of St. Amond, 
and of Powick. But let us next conſider the Seymour- 
Beauchamp, as quartered by the Duke of Somerſet, and 
that is---- Vairy, Argent and Azure; the Arms of 
Beauchamp Lord Hacche, part of the ſaid Duke's 
Title; and the Pzercys Earls of Northumberland quar- 
tered the Warwich Arms, Theſe things are trite, and 
if our Author had conſulted the modern Peerage, 
the Britiſh Compendium, &c. he would have been 


(x) Dugd, Baron. V. 2. P. 252, 


better 


. 
better inſtructed. But to turn to Figwre I. the Perſon 
here repreſented is (as I conceive) the Great and 
Noble Richard Earl of Warwicl, in the Reign of King 
Henry V; that he had a Title to be here el, 
the Potion - here will ſhew, as the Lordfhi ip of 


GErreERY & Magnavile, Ane, ; . Deni. li. 


"OI 


William de —— Margaret, Daughter and Heir to Eude Dapifer. 


—— _ — 
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Geffe Art ry de Magnavile, =Roiſia, Daughter Beatrix, Daughter 1 lliam de Ps 
Earl of Eſſex, of Alb. de ; of William det 

1144. her ſecond Huſ- Magnavile, and 

band was Payn Siſter to Geffery 

de Beauchamp. the firſt Earl of 

Eſſex. 


addon de 2 


— Daughter and Heir=Geffery Hr Pur Earl. Avelyn. 
of William de Say. ho of Eſſex, in the Reign 
— of King Jobn. 


Jin Fitz-Geffery, Iſabell, Siſter of Ralph 
Lord of Berk- Bigot ---Brook's Heral- 
hamp/ted Hert- dry, Px $3» 
fordſhire. 
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Richard Fi tz- John. 7 


Maud, Daughter — lliam nr veg 
Richard, &c. Earl of Warwick, 
+ ob. 26 Edward I. 


Guy de Bibichamp ue Mics; Daughter of Robert de 2282 
Earl, Oc. 
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Thomas de — Earl, =Katharine, Daughter of 
ob. 43 Edward III. Roger Morti mer, Ea 
1 of March. 


2 Thomas de Beauchamp, — Margaret, Dau eter 
Earl, ob. 2 Henry IV. | of os illiam Lord 
Ferres of Groby. 
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17 Henry VI. | 
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[To] 
Nowculls (in which Lordſhip,” the Cell, and Oratory 
was) ſeems to be held by him of the King in Capite, and 


deſcended to him as Heir to Geffery Fitz-Piers Earl of 
Eſſex, which Geffery, by the Marriage of Beatrix Daugh- 
ter and Heir of 7/ 71/0 de Say, had in her right the Eſtate 
of Eudo Dapifer, and the N as their direct and 
immediate Heir. And it was a Practice (/) in antient 
Days, that they who were either Lords of. the Manor, 
Patron of the Church; or Benefactors therets; or held 
any Fees or Lands of Inheritance within the Pariſh, 

did uſually ſet up their Coat-Armour, and fornetimes 
their Pictures (drawn as near to the Life as they could) 
in the Windows. It was alſo uſual for thoſe who Deg 
under any Lord to do the ſame, | 
Honour to him, as a Dependent or a 
were no Windows here to commemorate them in, we 
ſee Figures cut out of the Chalk. And thus we may 
Account for not only the Figure Ne I. of Richard Earl 
of Warwick, but that alſo of King Henry V. who 
was Lord. of this Hundred, Which deſcended to him 
on the Death of his Brother Thomas Duke of Clarence, 
in the ninth Vear of his Reign, which proves at the 
ſame time the Age of this Piece ; of Imagery. This 
Earl Richard was the () greateſt Hero of the Age 
he lived in, fo eminent for hy Wiſdom, Nurture and 
Manhood, that 55 was ſtiled by foreign Princes ; ---- 
T he Father of Courtefie. He it was, who was ſent 
Embaſſador to the French King to demand the Lady 
Katharine his Daughter, in ke for his Maſter 


(Y Burton's Hiſt. of Leiceſterſ. P. 9 
(2) See 1 s Account of him 2 his Hi if. of Warwick. P. 325. 


King 


[ 57) 


King: Henry v; Was appointed Tutor toKing Hen y VE, 
and dying April zo, 1439, full of Fame and Henour, 
Man buried at VWarwicl in our ee where he 


MA. ADE) Tomb... 
But? 4 * 


— This Earl Richard was Nido likely (as 0 apitel 
Lord of Meucelli) a Benefactor to this Cell and Ora- 
tory,” that the Imagery therein was carved about his 
time, is apparent from the Dreſs, the Apparatus, &c. 
of the Figures; and that both he and his Royal Maſter 
were great Friends to the Order of Fre I ſhall 
ſhew from good Authority. (4) —— Whether, ſays Sir 
William Dugdale, it was out of Reſpect to the Me- 
mory of the famous: Guy (who was an Hermit) or 
to view the Rareneſs of its Situation, I cannot ſay, 
but certain it is, that King Henry V. being on a time 
at Warwick, came to ſee it, and did determine to 
have. founded a Chantrey here for two Prieſts, had 
he not been by Death prevented. After which Richard 
Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, bearing a great Devo- 
tion to the Place, whereupon then ſtood nothing but 
a a ſmall Chapel and a Cottage, in that which the Hermit 
dwelt, in the Firſt of Henry VI, obtained Licence to 
do the like, &c. for two Prieſts, which ſhould ſing Maſs 
in the Chapel there daily, for the good Eſtate of him 
the faid Earl, and his Wife .during their Lives, and 
afterwards for the Health' of their Souls, and the Souls 
of all their Parents, Friends, with all the Faithful 
deceaſed. Of which Chantrey William Berkſwell (after- 
wards Dean of the Collegiate Church in V. Rac ) 


(a) Digd. Warwickſ. P. 183. 
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and John Bevington were the firſt Prieſts, for whoſe 
Maintenance, and their Succeſſors, the ſaid Earl, in the 
Ninth of Henry VI, had Licence to grant the Manor 
of Aſborne in I, A age with one Meſſuage, one 
Carrucate of Land and cxvII. g. xd. of yearly Rent 
lying in Wpitnaſb and Wellesburne. And becauſe he 
thought not that enough, by his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment he ordained, that in all haſte after his Deceaſe, 
the Remnant of what he had deſigned for his Chantrey- 
Prieſts there, ſhould by his Executors be delivered, 
and made ſure to them, and that the Chapel there, 
with the other Buildings, ſhould be new built, as he 
the ſaid Earl had deviſed, &c. and then did Earl 
Richard, in Memory of the Warlike Guy, ere& that 


Statue there, yet to be ſeen on the South fide within 
that Chapel. 
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---- And here in our Oratory there was molt likely 
a Chantrey at this lower or little Altar, from that 
Group of Figures here ſtanding, and alſo one or two 
Chantrey-Prieſts, to officiate at it. But to proceed ---- 
(56 Ns II. (ſays our Author) is an imperfect Fi- 
« gure, the Chalk having been rubbed away, the 
« Head plain with an Helmet on; it is not unlikely 
this ſhould mean William de Magnavile Father of 
« Roifia's firſt Husband, whoſe Lady was Margaret 
« Daughter and Heireſs of the great Eudo Dapifer. 


(P. 4. 


RE MARK 8. 
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R E M A R K 8. 
What 3 is above called an Helmet, appears rather to 


be a round Bonnet or Cap, ſuch as was worn by Per- 
ſons about the Reigns of King Henry Fifth and Sixth, 
as appears from ſeveral Pieces of Painting in Glaſs- 
Windows and Carvings on Stone; that ſuch Caps were 
wore then, may be ſeen from Sir William (c) Dug- 
dale's Repreſentation of the Combat in Paris, between 
Jobn de Aftley and Peter de Maſſe in 14.38, and from 
that in Smithfield between the aforeſaid Jobn, and 


Sir Philip Boyle in 1441. 


sd) * But Ne VIII, and Ne IX. are diſtinguiſhed | 

< (fays the Doctor) above the reſt by Hearts cut on 
« their Breaſts, it is natural to judge from hence, 
c that they mean Roiſia s two Husbands.” 


R E M I 


As theſe Figures are above marſhalled, the Sons of 
Lady Noiia (marked Ne III, IV and V.) do not 
only take Place of her ſecond Huzband Pay „ de Beau 
champ, but of her firſt Husband Geffery 1 Magna- 
vile, their , on Father; whether this is juſt or na- 
tural, I leave to any Herald. Our Author proceeds, 
and in the ſame manner accounts for thirteen, AS 
marked by him in Tab/e III, yet two remain unac- 
Counted for: The Yere F amily from whom Noiſia was 


(e) Hit Warwickſ, P. 72, 3. () P. 43. 
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deſcended is entirely. omitted ; fome of theſe ſurely 
(as there was room) might have been introduced with 
equal Grace and Juſtice, and in fo doing our Author 
would have ſhewn his Patroneſs to have had ſome 
filial Reſpect, and to have expreſſed the Honour and: 
Duty that ſhe owed' to her own Parents, ---- But theſe 
Figures are aſcertained by mere Imagination, they bear 
no Relation to Roifa's Family, or to Perſons who. 
lived in the Reign of King Henry II. They are much 
more modern Repreſentations, the Head-Dreſs not 
only of. the Men, but that of the Women prove the 
ſame; that the Head-Dreſs of the Ladies about the 
Year 1400, and afterwards, was, as is repreſented in 
Table III. may be obſerved from antient Figures in: 
Glaſs-Windows, and in Stone-Work. In a Window 
over the fourth Arch of the Nave of the Church of 
Oxburgh, on the North fide is this Inſcription ---- 
Orate pro animab, Dei Roberti de Weyland & Cecilie 
Uzxoris ejus; and in an oppoſite Window on the South 
fide, is the Shield of the ſaid Sir Robert who was 
Lord of this Town, Argent, on a Croſs Gules, five 
Eſcollops, Or; and on the Stones that ſupport the 
Arches of: the faid Windows, on the outſide, are to 
be ſeen two Heads carved, probably to repreſent- 
Sir Robert, and his Lady who died in 1385; He, with 
a Bonnet or Cap, and She in a Head-Dreſs :agreeable- 
to what we ſee in Table III; and in the Chancel of the 
ſaid Church, which Chancel was built about the Reign 
of Henry VI, is-the Head of a Woman carved in Stone. 
with the ſame Dreſs, and ſerves as a Pedeſtal to ſupport 
one of the great Beams or Principals of the . 2 
8 


5561 


Theſe Figures ſeem to be carvedd in or abdut tlie 
Reign of King Henry V; it is very probable that ſome 
Chantrey, Fraternity or Guild, was * held here -at this 
Altar, and that they repreſent ſome particular Mem- 
bers of the fame, who Were 2 * * nd 
nefations, &c. to it. 


tl „ 
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— Give me leave, by Wway of CoNCLUSION, 79 ſum up in: 
Brief the Evidexcs of the err here made - — 


It appears then, chat there was an Oratory with an 
Hermit's Cell at R on in the Saxon-Age, long be- 
fore the time of the Lady Naiſia, ſo that ſhe could: 
not have any Part or Share in the founding of iti. 


It appears to have been the Oratory of ſome one, 
or of a Body of Hermits, and continued to be ſo till 
its Diflolution in the Reign of King Henry VIII. 


lt appears that the Imagery or Figures on its: 
Wall, bear abſolutely a Relation to Sacred, and not 
to Prophane Hiſtory, . that the Figures were a proper 
Apparatus, highly. agreeable to ſuch antient Chapels 
or Oratories, and that ſome. of them were enjoined. 
by Sacred Authority ta be ſet up in every Church, &c. 
as all Antiquity bears. Witneſs, which muſt ſuffer by” 
them, Prophane, Secular Deſeription or. k of. 
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ppears in part w lrat Imayes es were enjoined 
to be in Religious Plices ſet apart for Worlhip, 5 1 
the proper Station of ſome Saints Was, which may be 
aſcertained and obſerved by curious: Perſons at this 
very Day, and that the Lady Roifia, had no part in 
the carving of them, out of any; private Family View, 
or to N ad —_— of her own time. 


© Nag lay, it een that" the 1647 Roifia was not 
buried here, but at : Chickeſand in OTIS Sts 
This being the: real and true State of the Ker ſon 


e L ſhall: paſs by . thoſe Reflections or -Conclu- 
ſons [that the Db der has drawn from the ſu 1ppoſed 


Foundation of the Lady Kos ſia, as quite foreign, and 
of no Moment t to the ban in ee. 


—— 
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